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or closet. Cheim however wu one of the few “““ “ “ *" fe b “ em “' 

—■ «. - w ia “t h -— be “ 

— - - th. wild woods, ouiletn, ZT^Z ^ 

most of ail »e nr __L- ® ^ raw c °urage, cunning, and 

story. ^ something teeter than any power of nature on this Earth." Things 
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CHAPTER! 
LI FE BEFORE the 


r M JO? ^ ^ “*». I — bora in 1930 to D.v,d end Ftyg, Mdcer. 

boramlMi^ I ^T^°p feUrdlildren - ^ brother!, E2e tnd Yalcov were 
933 ‘ iVfy «««■ Eam* w« born in 1939. My mother's father who wu 

^^~«*-****~. My story begins in 1939 when I wu nine 

i« ^ "v oo w hl , 

prooucea. wohved nght on the nver bod of the Bug, i river p«rtly dividing Poland 

au ^ our Innd very fertile md wed-suited toward, agriculture. The 

8—SevZ^ F *rnu were checkered with tens of brightly covered 6dds 

I™"? *" “ P °“° e * “* ’« P** 0 ™ PO^ dotted noth 

^^t^f , ‘ mg,a,0,,8ll “ riChgrm expense, of 

ihick wild wood, that could heve diMtiented the grates navigator. 

our villege there wueandltrananionnemed^er our 

vuiege. Tram, cute in every diy delivering md along away good, end suppiiea. 

The name of ourvilUge we, Sobibor. It encomjUMd ^hundred forty home, 

d«.«T»l- I00PeOPl *' wu 1 toiahvefy small village (Dcacribe village in greater 
) "we homes tnd seventy-two people wis the whole of the Jewish community. 

« were afawys the minority but that never seemed to be too much of* problem. We 

M 



P°or. W e otdy had rime to wony about ourseive , „ , ,, 
bosmeaa, the crop, and caule, in otder ,o runm*- - famUes “ d ° ur 

Life was hard work but through family and i r , ■ 

Most of our rime was spent worldna in rh« <uu 9 ° 1 found lt 10 bc loveiy. 

on a little four acre plot of land in a modeit h " h '' P "’ 8 “ 0Un<1hou “' We liv ' d 
™a library and one beToll “ e °™“ 8 ° f — a kitchen, a 

The house was my mother's responubility. She worked hard n a , 
care of her home. Mother prepared all of the nl lTL Y " 8 ,aJd " s 
morning ,o mid-day lunch to dinner and deaert a^ght M “ ^ ^8 in the 

m “ U for the Shabbat dinner and Holy Day, She T “ tr,va S“ t 

the force that tranaformed the "raw ^ , etgoyed cooking for her family Love 

product" which left for the table to b ^ 03018 fr ° m the fielda l o the "final 

importantly though Zl t C °'“ ImKi * hu W people. Mon 
T!! h ^ ™ m0ral -PP- ^our firmly, livelihood 

wa, neceuary to cream all of L. 

zszznzz sr- of ^ = - * 

. tun it m * room -° - 

no other life. wTZThia wa, y«y ddlUuit a time, but w. knew 

“ privacy but our decency and seif reject wa* never 

.■■ had waatlm village cte«l Nobody had much. We 

the men * 80od purpos *' Sta P in « **> <* 

chrllinn m^TTh^ S^ togedter durmg the bone 

b ° n d* d **“ &mily w ' til **“ ®sht for survival in a rearit thar kept u, all 

earth ° f *“ viv * 1 *** bue<1 on our agriculture and cattle. We worked enough 

^ to hatveat.^emmnoum of yegetrirlea and cattle for, comfbrtahleUving. On 

wa grew com, potatoes and beans. We sold any surplus at the market We 
ra *nK*ined six cows from which we would harvest our milk and beef 



My father waj the head of the household , , 

?“ wu “ “roemeiy denundm s J0 b. He .ended to ]T^ * WOrtdns Mttle deaJer 
Ev«V so o ftm he woClid ^ [0 ^ ve * "» «<• »« on,„the nelds. 

,0W " tb :;^ day, « a time to buy ^ ~ ^meters away 

day. TT»y would pl vuldlttV efU ni i Idj , “ T" 5 " kept “* ° t >'er occupied all 
™«- ' l0r * ' “ not who took cere of who the 

”y house. I would l^Te^ 1 ™ 1 : **»“< » mile and a half from 

horn seven in the monung u^ one J "TV* 1 “ ,md ' d “hool 

-^^rr.rr 10 

Judaism; the Unguege, P^ng ^hoh^'^? ^ 1 >“mcd about 

o'clock. After these classes ( went T ^ Iess0M USU ^Y i«ted unul five 

* if my mother needed toy help. j then 1 WOuU 

time we were ill reedy to eet dinner W. homework. By, has 

^trnly seated, earing aud conversingtogether aCZT t”” 
preparation for the next day. dinn « I would go right to sleep in 

w^aUw^ fer , ^^^'^T , ^^“^ m ^~oftheweet We 
We all took baths end out on "day afternoon we would not go to Hebrew school 

Prayed « ^ «**•*■.« come. w. 

oafcbmted. T* ^^ «• -«— home and 

^rewupCLT^rf 1 '“« l -»* d i»w»d«^S«urd V .,bi g lundh 
t^onFri%ngtebee««wekemKoshJ 1 ^ , T ,adfilh ' Wec<mldn0, dxtak 

^ OTn *t***d to eet meet end drink miiku the same siahm means we ere not 

d™™ . cow in it, own nourishing mtikForthtt^^rrt 1 

most special occasions kT7^ ** or tint reason we mostly drank water. On the 

a dekqoua deaert which my mother had mafa that day 

—• SL hrou8ht ‘ ^ 



We did not know from electricity or gaj because 
uxun« of light or he* w. had ,o bun, tomml^* ° “* “ “ n0t ^ have , he 
h «t- A. toon ae the tun went down we made a “**“ “ d w °od for 

-;rr^™rr*~ ^tix* 

m family needed warn, to'o^orbX7 WuB,<!v ' r 

hnng back bucket-folia of water. ^ “b 1 ” 31 would walk ,o the well and 

We bathed about once a week r„ 

weU and collect enough water to fin , i„g e W0Uld l “ Ve “ 8010 'he 

fh* 0 we would jump in uidwuh off ^ n ” d ' d 

Phyaically shocking. W. Wawut offinl^ ^ .along batha waa 

^e*e able, wo would get out the largest pot in the h “™ gW * ter ' But aometimej if we 
ftwn f — « Poanbi. and put hon £Lr thH,aii,W " hu -oh water 

with the warn, water. That was so pleuant ow,nnu P- w « would then fiD the tub 
5ummcr bathing wai much easier th °“"^ Dunn * d “ 

An outhouse was whim on* -- nvef> was fiin. 

”n*cnire set off from the house. InlTJ^ T “ ,WMtUttte 

«p hoie dug in the ground. The wont oait ahn, m ^ a hoJe m it, leading to a 
bu “n*M room. By saying visit* to that nL ^ ^ ^ ^ « w« a year round 
ex P reMm 8 the feeling very Ughtly. ™ Airing the winterwere «tremriy cold is 
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chapter 1 

LffE DURFNO fNTTT Af OCCTipatth^ 


September l, 1939, 

**■»*-'■'—* “v 

*bout this dug t0 the Uck of effective p, ' C ® byple ” L W,tal '“ w ? of knowing 

toginud to m ™“ C “° n betw « *• r would b. 

^wey had nuned. Thu wu not the case. Infer, ft _ 

September 14 of1939, 

mn ^’^ 0O0 * UaM Got “ “OOP*« motorcycle* ud bond** 

ZRSS~ W, ^“ id “ ofwi *™^P^ W. were .11 

tf ^ WOM °«“^“*o M ^ 0 d re d I1«i 

H* l *“i "I don't know." 

Ito -I tort thmlt thi, ioolci so good . Mjybe wc should g« swiy from here" 

iaWOridW * r0n *' '^ wn Gentians came into the 

These are nm h the Jewish people and ripping our their beards he said 

‘ nese are not the same Germans!" 


ill 



Zzzr? ~“ 2 fr^* ”• ■- 

«-zz ssr*;- ■- ■~*—■«isr* ^— 

---■sri*”*—*crsrss. 

fa «*« to * hou^ WWe P1Cked C °8«h«r into three h 

teu* no bigger^L^ ^ * each fomdy **7 h0U< “’ ** 

father-, »J? S . ^ on * had originally ZZ J PCOple a 

**,er *"■*■«. K££* ^ «"- - nty 

A..*3 d °" quarter* made it 

mem* notice we could ail be s™™ . W ** chAli eye for the slightest infra™ 

irrahonai .. summoned toeetW mfracuoa 

^ *** *-. ^ ~* **— 

ndigioinitena**** YT '* B °g u ««ourviihm, Tlavtj,^ 

*. p^ritr * 111 ° f our 

nr™“ 

*Utogether«ubee.*4 ,g_„ oa ”»>™8ogu.wuno, bumedtQ ^ 

would serve a* a 

were not allows *« . 

««—t.W.0 

T** SS prohibited Jcwiiii ncosb tTi^ ^ U * ** °*‘ ie *"•> wtat we hid. 

"*~£ZZT£±?**■ 

^ «d Writ. Poiut dart grid* tuned to undmouid how t 0 

did nm a ^° y * d bqtin 8 M. Wetadtoj.iutettam.ndh™, u 

ww.wo.beBa. W. tad no right. ™- ***” !U,m “* bow to than. Ifwe 

^ ^ »<^ b ‘ th ‘ b ° a “* ^ 

"* °* nni " *» “? *" *“• W. tad to go .0 

d^ no ^ ^ woric tad tod did 

Toot. ed» did not were killed. W. staved * a. 



S "°W, ram and scorching sun. We did eve^nhing fro _ . 

* “*"« »«* for their fire pieces. ,f you did no « cl * ^ ^ captors 

of you - M ^ f r■■ —-p-5?sr^r ^^ *' h “ k « 

;; p ,h<! a ° an - «* *• c ^Z Aai He haa ,o 

da 8 * the Gcnna ** could think for him to 

My mom wu put to work A 

offices too. Bu, . ,o, ofthe ^ Mo[her w ° £J^ 8ord * P *™ >»* her eta, their 

home and family 14 Mother had done before *" d “ h " 

At the ^ of tweive I wis now watchd,, C0W1 , , . . „„ 

™" C ‘ my as ‘ B « *«• were no, nonnai dtnea tZ, S1T11 '* P '° P '' 

nma year old brother wvched cows bv hi m tr ^ from normal “mea. My 

no, do much and were no , noticed. IwiajL,k "** h ° m ' The >' ««M 

com P ei 's«i 0 n for my work. 1 maruged io ™ h^T ^ ‘ " 

ffiod for my mom. I stuck theZ^Ld of brta , 0 ™“^* POni0ni “ 
not sound like much but was , lot backthen. ^ do “ 

P«»* - w. w H e. 

•ives. If some extra work wu needed, thaGmaxuvouM 1 ** ^ PI * fty moch unchanged 
only had to p«y the Germans taxes and aive a ti ^ * couple of than. They 

fMrvest to then. Aftwofthe a~m\ nny amount, compered to in, of their 

toRussie. A few ofthe g«mle* managed to evtdc this pcreecution by running awiy 

In order ibr ta u, iuppo, w. had to 

‘^ooeUTBttn.Md.e^. woriong or else we were lolled. W. 

This ucrifidei offlnna to G ”*“ Wlli mmey “ d 8°^ *r possible freedom. 

g*ve the* ta ^J£T n ^ “ m * dnMlb “ < *»'**’«*’^w. 

^^".dtataw 

^t^n^r^“ te “' h * rebda8,ayele * p -‘ This would mesn s 

work ofthe divine. TheGennsns “ n * 8 * *“* P" 8 * u bein » h® 6 ®* murderen doing the 
woodshrmeTT Gennsns went on petrols st night T*p would run .round the 

■"“mg r escaped prisoners. We orgsraaed to try to help the oner -hat ran away 
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°n* nigh: an escape, came t0 ouf ^ 

mgm in my room. I could not sleep ln Ae h 1 n “ d P ut *■» <° rest for 

^ mmbm “ “* Jew!h h °“«*>old speedy GmW3 kne * *• "umber of 

order to survive we i- 

Co^rrrcrt:- 1 ’«- - 

^ ssible survive. We'd always asn.™ u ^ thought it was 

~ “ r—«*•rr;s* *• ■- - 

whCT -’ A lot of people fo* ell a* hn , " *“ "°' 1 <,uemo " of 

“ P - "V"* 100 »»“■ to fight, ,oo yountw ^1,1*^ frfy little brother gave 

wbenyouwere.tinybaby. ^ only “"* y °“* **•”» *°u«you 

X- IimdandlwemoywandsetonhisUp. 

fintbom^Z^' ""<7*^ - Wd , ^ 

«« oora you were not a healthy babv m ^ w «4 when you were 

* Vny Wom “*"bout you, w.iJ^lTT° fth “ W * wm 
^octore m our vtilmge. 0,^^. ^ "”^ *«.. there ere now, „ 0 

t^ to “ « w« diecuuaj tta ^ 1 ™ * round ,h « 

of course you, W, detrned hew wT^Tfoln*, ™ poraia ™nem Thsuwu 
b°urs and hours to m*Jce him heaithy ^ boy ' s ,ltoo » fc " 

ldea that I would take you to 1 =*“ “P t™h the 

^^"ouWWp^ui.woubjb,^ ThU^ b J^‘™ y> ^ n ”“ d 

W * utcver help you could. wa, or best chance to have you receive 

When ^ ^ to meet with the Rabbi. 

°° h°™>. yon lay, nothing to ^ ** “* ' CI *“ 

” Wonyibou ** He wiH live to a ripe old age. 1 

^^.p^h^b^ l^ 0ny “ ymW " f knew that you would be fine. 

blessing." Mv G rend&thc r rcailv in 1 J**”1”°^ ' rh * t S***fofgetyour 

It sounds crazy huttiut’s the^!^ ^ * pwphecy from G-d himself. 

March of 194$, 
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*-> P“P“ * n»«h, Z££r« l ° “ -‘—XT 

~ wythio * **y took away the farms and cattle of all TT ^ had 

1 much ofour *“"•# that we were hungry most of ,h ^ The Germans took 

Suff Wro/1940, (?) 

Fall of 1940, (?) 

of1940 to 1941, 
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CHAPTpfli 


Spring of1942, 

—'Srss.'r^r"rr“—“ «■ 

^wwoiaudwhhth.hopetlatj^j *° ^ bt ®”^ °f * new y^. 

^ w * «*• &<«. £«„, 

"“O"- t’’"‘T 11 5top '* d “““ s °b.bor wm 

ittiaroL Seethe Goman* h.rf- ^ Inins that went through 

means for transporting Uu^.,, “ivided oar village they used this station primarily as a 

■ SS ■ Ididno,thinkmuciloft “«‘‘fint 

mooa tIooWUm^ th4W ood5^dZT“^^^ , ~ ofae ^ 

Gern “<u»oidi*r». Tlaywnikedri«htimoour f“*“““* th “ itw *“^“P of 
house* ofafl the Jewish peode. Thm, Vlil *«e and til split up. They went into the 

fr ° 8h “™ L 1 wu P' 1 -® wd single, about twetny cm long. ta J * 



importantly saw <ie men. They were unloading the conr,™ of o. 

Pieces of lumber, huge plot! of bricks sdooIj ' Retrain. There were long 

berted Wire and other budding materia], The posin'^ ‘t* ^ *‘ 1 ” nnS bnili “‘ 
lo an area about two hundred fee, awav from th braBm8 Wim ,hey unJ °ad«l 

*. SS was around ^1“"’ “* ' " ™ »* - long 
w«s around. P not wara 10 ** around where the SS 

** Z£Z m —- - 

t k° u 8fct they were going to forest the am indth! 1 * ^ enBln * WerB P 1 * nn «g to do. I 
Maybe they could have been builHin k WM 8om 8 to be a storage place. 

nor anyone else knew or had any idu If thT ItmCtUr ' fcr ^ Anny the beginning [ 
much of what waa gotng “TtL "" ^ 0n - *“ T *— 

Thia labor went on for three to four day, Afterth«,h.r- 

to-ughou. rim town ofWIodav, which JZ* etnht^l^^ ^ *“ 

“ d took over on. hnndmd addhiotml Jewish 1W * y ^ "V vilUg. 

The Germans had brought evervrhi “'***«* ”«>"» «ud other crrtts men. 
Germans knew exactly whatrim^wtee^oia^ had everything ad planned out The 

dm layout of ail the materiais it was 

wmwiiwwn,“ae of what ever was going to be built. The consmtction 
beg*. 7 re r- ^*-~'— «. The budding 

Jumm of 194% 

rig, “*$* WBd “'“* iniW ““* murterousmuhourstoeonsmtet 

ZlZT In,h *“ B “ r ™**l"S« building. I had no idea what was its purpose. 

And surrounding 

^“".whgts^nmdukeendi^ strip,, ofbatb.t.witem. feet taiibohed to iarge 
. 7; La'S® OYwbewing witch towers interrupted this monotonous pattern of 
Sintering fortified and threatening separation. Outside of this large and hellish 

co °** mc ® 0 n was a reiativ^y small md insignificant looking innocent building. It looked 
« it was just a forgotten last minute fragmentation of th* larger constiuction u if it wu 



'■gotten and just added this an afterthought. This is wh« k • 

' fr0m house. "What is this?" I continually ^ “ ^ more a 

With this now completed everyone in the villas * 

and the answer to their quemone. t [emta ^ 5 "° w lbou ‘ » lean, the truth 

“Kf creation front the blood sweat and T 0 f <T, T < ^“ “ d th * P>“P«« of 

“n. UU n, fcJij JL'dnC? 

h^dred twenty-five men who had built it W * C tho,e one 

built and burned in and by the ovens thev had • "T* ****** m ^ chambers they had 
*Ued 1,300 Jewish people * The first day of operas the SS 

August of1942, 

U “ ir praonm. The nain buddh^^rtTof 

inhere which would on, poaonou, cheoncds in *“ 

overcome its victims and loll them. > locked room winch would 

ovens but specially designed ovens large enouah ^ "*** 00 0rdinaiy 

destroy the evidence of the innocent n#y> f* coraam multiple human bodies to 

toholdthnpriMMnnnfl^^^^' ^ Th. batrudca ware used 

contain the Jewish peode to nm Ip* «hed wire and piOsn were meant to 

towers would see thia fight for survival ” C * P *’ ^ tfth*y tried the soldiers in thewatch 
powers nflna^r^tt “ i «* *“ ^ 1- ™*dng «d of high 

Z* caiTSl T*. *™*^ *«“**■» offle of option, f or *. 

P™™TTT1T2T “ ^ brought p mo cm, a lo, of 

ufcdmywtf: *" ^ dalth * G ' nn *' u both®separatingthenvictims?" I 

lift "T° a U0iqum “ U “PP 0 ^ Itttt tiiCT. are three times durrng die 

hft of a Jewish Panon tint he or she is the same sa .very otter Jewish person: binh. 



^ to b ' Mch “ sed; 
r jz ssrsst:r 

ly * Sum = un ‘ i «d. Some people ^ t0 ' “ W “ ed 10 *w*y but they were 
m«npu a freedom. The few .hat mailed to JL ^ "* * hot dow " for th«r 
den3 ' ly Bug River are, , 0 whL ™ ^ mi * 5 ""W *°"> tb. 

W. were aware of the murd-T few or » C*"nans 

hear the screaming and the shooting ^ ““ “ ' mpty We “sedto 

bunting. The soldier, would say to ua "D *” " "" V '“ 18 ' we u «d to smell the 
Beopi. of the vtiUge, would " *" b ' y °“ *» ^ -n, - 

There waa no where to go We could « Th«re waa nothing wo could do. 

needed paaapona and ail we had w« 2 ^ ~ « b ~uae we 

** w °uld have been killed. ® ** w « Jews and if we were found 

The feeLr^^el^^^r 3 ““ ^ -> *^at ua. 

Poliah and Ukrainian civilians were honihiT^rsi h™ 1 caxch * dm ’ *“** hall him." The 
New. Sometime, they wea out ofthtir way^T^N'^ ^ 1 ‘° n * ““ 

OW " ^ 8 “ Pleasure and aatiafhction^ of^^T '‘°'“ ^ 

Wight* house or in tiT^, ^ ^ ^ °ff«o the 

and he waa out to plunder ail that he could. “ d ° V *“' ™* ™ the time of the devil 

•— zzzzzz ^ ™— 

“““““ wxomc the worst it ever had. 

October of1942, ’ 

'hhege. the Gnrm^ri^d ^ ™ mm8 "" * ‘“Speaker in the 

™«ge German soldier, and. mob of ^ Wth *“°* roftow " l ‘ Right afler that 
houses and rh Mft j ^ w tl5rou 8iwut the entire village into our 

were they going tago? 00 ^ ^ 80100 P^ 1 ® ^ But where 

W * woods around here ^ ^ 

**—*'»“ prep^oH i, 

w* .0 brig anythag; w. k*w whem w. w»e going, but aom. people did 

16 



anyw *y. Eventually our trek was over and by the dm* 

station it was raining and snowing. - - e atthe Town's train 

Upon our arxivai we were all pushed, kicked l 

tracks overlooked by many armed guards ^lows from th K mt ° ***“«*"■ the 
eX4Cled « ‘ means o£ crowd control. Afrer we^. ? ° f * Gwnan 

to sit down in the muddy wet ground. We were nJT ^ t08ether we ^ forced 
^ for the trait, Fortun^T^il^ “ t0 ^ 10 * -d 

thousand Jewish people all gathered together wT ^ Wcre mor * th *n ten 

and kept until two o'clock in the afternoon. were ^ surrounded by armed guards 
We knew now it was our time tn 

m9B y othen like us before had gone but * wd 8010 lhe P iace where so 

P«P*.w« rettoKr ^^" ,nWrram ' A Tl * on| y™<i«« of these 

hut™, smoke 0^,“^ ^ 8 °“* “ h “- 

P"n»«e&ny gorng to . pu™ more catoLn fr! „! '” 0 “ nU ™ y« 

Ssflow mm would not tccept them their crestor would” *'*** *** *** 

m to -»«—v 

and studied ail the tune. He did not ^ re3e#rcher ^ mo®^ wt at hia desk 

— He Z “ h '“ * ^ «* to 

W. h* «« TdH^ZZ T *" ^ ^ 

had a piece of bread. I ajybsrimv ^ u** re * faaa ® ^mgiy 1 waa 1 noticed he 

"DoyouthiakWeifcrypwouJ^^ 

•Id o *u^ 8 ^ U, “ Ch * piece0fhisbn ^if'««k7- 

short ®7^. ra “ ly “ np 0f breri “*<0 » "Such e Httle 

Wto^-Suph.^^^^^^^^ 5 ^™ 0 - S1 “didao.lmow 
her ego or any age fbr ths nutter* ^ She wu ve* pmeepdv, for 

don* -«'«■taw,« ftmishedl 

4 wt * numb to impending death. 

Where is that G-d you were praying to?* 

He responded "You try and hell help you." 





"Where can we mn? How can we get awav? WW 
room to run, no room to live, run to gun." I asked this of h f 0 *" 8l ° 0107 N ° 

"“srrcsrr r*- - - 

saying was a meaningless joke "Do vn ir ^ W °' C0Mtantiy sajd t0 us as if what he w» 

hour, left i„ your Uvw. you'll ,11 be deL ■ ^ 1 "°‘ tw ° 

sun, into the crowd of the child™, . ^ w They would shoot their 

you. They ju« did it for the kick,. E“u^your.w„^' V l! , ' bUil ' th,,y0U,thit 
killing in the death camps. “ w « touily random opposite to the 

at five “ d '— *- — The tnin came |„ 

tide of T^W, tZ ™TL7j 0t V T a *' “ W “ ' W " i8hL “ *** “P ri *»‘ *°" g 

the GeT, 7^ ° rdCr “ m '° ,he “*»• Some people beamed and refused but 

oyinn e^r ^” 8 tmm mt taUy ka0Wi '’ 8 ™»ihey were 

orytng otcept tim their pirent, were aid thm wu enough of t reman. 

»ndcurl^ 0 n nV ^“ toh ^^^P“ c “> wd - WMemUt.flood 
My ZTtfl.7 t ° gU,K ' 0m ^ look “^ whole family a, . group 

~ "* — who we, in her arm,. 

taniwt^ r' My two brothers were right by her side. They were dm temy eyed 

* 8uea * ^“y were trying to be strong for their 

7 7 ° f ‘ h “ Kran8 “' - courage of 

2X%T‘* aW - could have „m ft* I w„ so proud of 

!7o l7°7 W,,0 ““ tta,L My cyw caught his and it wu like iooidng right at 
rrtl “ l00kin8:01 i“* ! «**'«■**'effintoUte 

“” W " : “P hi,™ around the fiuniiyttytng the 

™ e!77T"* aU ‘ IwU,i Joverjuauymgmrtcktogmtewnhmyfanniy. 

* P* 1 *^®** forward in the giant wave ° f people towards the tram. 

My enure family boarded together in the same car. Once all ten thousand Jewish 
people were loaded into the can the doors were locked and we were ready to go on our 
voyegeto devils pit of fire. The Germans packed us in like cattle in the box cars. That 

wu all we were tathe Germans; expendable worthless objects worthy of being shipped 
off to be destroyed for their own benefit The train wu horrendous. The smell of death 
and disease was ail throughout the train. There was wute all over the floor. Icouid 

hardly move. I could hardly breathe. We were packed so tight I did not have the space to 

is 



ii,,te * «** i —2 r“^To p t r “^ Tjj, ouid " ot ^ a <ua brMth - *» 

C ° Uld not Mca P c «*« smell. Death was i n the air. ^ bUt R ° what 1 d < I 

^ 1 “* ,he ««fc X,lto^L p ^ 1 ' 10 part Of my 

2 U " "**■ 1 «• *• squeean , , m * 212 ** d “* y 1 »* “>e 

Sroens and prayers for life Ih-rtth. 

™ u - w « srr ^ 

hvrng undo, the centre, of the Germans , never £? * '“ **■ **“«“>* year, 

m - 1 ** *»»* « of dying bul yetT^vtl “* — happen. , 

possibility, r always though. I would h, ““ 81Md dybl * “ this way „ . 

Winter or shot by an overrealous Gennan ^ fh> “ D “ d “h duri "8 the 

^ttnow I was certain my JucJc and life wasover 0^^*“ ^ 

"^^-ery person and every han „ fl0Win * 

"°w o" our way t0 our ft* desunattoT I,w ““»«p^Ie. Wewereail 

One man said "Look at the top^TaU ““ ^ 

r* 10 ‘ Wb *~ “ •“« — celadon for the 

nnclostn^^ ^ ^ ^ h« covettng this open ,p M 

old trusty wectttaK .hem out tomebow." 

^ ^ GOT ““ °" ,0P ^g the 

be manning their usual Genn * n * « not going , 0 

- w„ tb. ^ bx^un^rnl ” 1 ' 1 ” ^ nM * ^ 

thmiang oH* ™ vm atz fi but then I started 

fK . u Fowoume*. I wif overcome with exdtemem Tint • __ 

tnrniring to rnv«»if »«n.._•_ . .. . wuatenjaa. Ju« a r romit c ago I wu 

^ow^J^r^! 1 “»'*»“*•'■-»* on tny w* to d«iu ■ 

w«y out and I can escape and possibly survive! 

“‘‘W P«m to ^ ^ bm ^ ^ 

they pelted that metal with . annj_ Blow # ^®r Wow, strike after strike 

w«h total and tmer disreg*d for th« bodies bec«iae that w« 
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exactly wlut they were fishtin fer 

1 !Uperta ““ f«cc<y They persisted ZZZ"°° ' h ' ° f '^ 

speed they gained more and more speed and fo " ” *” cfG ' <i Graced with 

each impact I would hear bones breaidng and S L b ° M “’““"S 5ml “ 
bleeding and broken, totally demolished Z? Z *' ^ h “* «« mangled, 

bornble and dying ^ J a ^ seduced to limp stumps. It wasa ^ 

™ Ch “*««• - will they posseJT "" ^ T" IT* ** ^ *» *» 

the rusty bin and opened up the little sptce It ^ me0 M broken out 

a*r overcame the entire car. The cool L, J * T"* A »r«eae of fresh 
hopeie aaly .Uen. ^Jietouta„ *>«e„ce. People who 

" h - as if nothing had happened B « s 0 Z . ^ » «■* guie, 

ra “ Withou > > second though, started theirZ* *““« ™,or The 

dtah * cue Then the manZZ c Zd ~ ^ ^ 0ti » “P and then 

They were gone. ^^cbmbediout:pulled]to ffiend up into the dark„«. 

People had no sense of reality. Thevu~r». 

jumping out they are going to kill ua ail!" This hi 001 " BecauM y° u people are 

to under this portal to freedom. MymZT Z SqU " z ' d "niggled my w, y 

took one gi^ )M| ^ a ™ h « onings ^ wedding band. I 

vibrant memory of my ftmily. rt is like a picture mQmctt ' ’hat second haa been the most 

wia the last picture l knew of my famiiy Then ^ " 

up higher and the rest of the way out. Son, ^ ^™ op. Ipuiledn^elf 

^section ofthe train it is your onlv i. “ setramed out to me "Jump in the 

did not think that I was going to survive the P ° nl * ^ 0U ^ surely be killedl" Imdy 
WMbenerthred^jnZ^chnnbeZ^' “ h ■“« » I stiil believed that ,t 

wh " *« going to harZZZZZZr* *“ * Ur « e d ** of people and 

■ny^pu^m.b^ i n M ZJZ!Z n8 ° athe “ POf<h4W - 

to go to freedom. I stepped to the edo» ^ wu 001 I wanted to go. I wanted 
^ *** intermittently blocked by the folLaa 1 Iooked **“8** <*«« &U moon 

light and the bhir of the trees out om ' ^ 5eotthewood *- Tte blinkmg of the moon's 

ow *- I wa* on the border of definite T # ^ aBC * ^ ^ C * CCp ^ jau 011 surviv «i took me 
^ and jumped! Placed my two shaking feet over the edge of the 
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CHA£IEE4 


swlriln 8- .1 puiied myself into the fetal position [1^, I w» he* ova he* 

wi* nothing I could have planned for ft wutj do “8 ^ It 

5to ™* me bse*. I &JZ' , W ^ a ® tfJi * ttonex the lir wu 

The sound of 

tl» whistling of the train u it struggled $Ioaa its ^ to discern 

^“Shr of my ^ ^ P “ ° bliV ’ 0n - WM '“ th '*fI 

"Mrigte. I woodeted of I«, , J ^ r 0 h *PP« to than. I wondered if wh« | did 

toytamiiyandneighborsware, t^ P “ nijilm<!m ^thereaof 
doing. ^G-<1 would have approved of what I wu 

■“ 1 f “I the'’*? * “ uple ofiwsond * b «*w»<w 
rolled into the brush ttottwas iboutfiftv &!» Cr "“ ngh in “ the ground. Ispunand 

going to breathe again. I feft „ * ** fmt 1 ““tsht I was 

P revem ipgme from hhaiin. I could"" P '“ hin 8 “**“»"V"omach 
inwt I.wuava^fJ^™^^ a™»^ockfro»«h. 

reUtivdy minor. up iil over toy body but the wounds were 



I eventually regained the ability to breathe and m 

-j." - •?<‘^xr 

z~'—-~-izjzxz:ez ;:t 

f “% and pray^Lt'h^TJwL 0 go^tolI^J “ d 1 Prayer for 

“ '“““no, fool ray** I 

?* P«*ng«ra. From above thi, ^ 7°” tU * » *• Tain, the fate 

Ww tool which consumed and rranaported all of the ^ dcvii 5 metalmake- 

^ .nto thetr final deatinafion i„ Scampi itt W * onl V to expel 

1 was now halfway up but not in full cottmol oftny fincultie.* ^rttttnd, lifting my cheat up. 
™^Ipul W my rigte ^^,r^7 a ^ ^-dnSfron.tbla 

groUnd - wm extremely nai-d.l -„ . ^ ° M ° fm * f ” fl « °- the 

^ tight Not being able to stand the pain of th’ Upper wu now connected 
^cftha^^^^^J^^'rtaiatcdntyleftanntothe 

r* 1 ® 11 1 clajped the wrist of that atm wtth^ny^^^mnct^ydk *° ** ^ r™** 11 and 

I pulled on both atm. with all th.^-, a ^ Wi* °«« gum captation of 
my b« ngh,r^t^'“■ ,efti -*«. « .hemmed*. 

and wrapped both arma around the branch. I m^^.T^, UP ' 1 “ mch ' d both •«*» °u. 
juat needed tome time to recuperate. 1 1 "« aunding on my feet I 

P‘* Dt «‘ ' ^ lKi “ ^ ’“"S'* “P- I 

the, cool. aw^oZfh*, ^ llT 1 *'**^*huling 

looking up at the heaven* tre «- xiudow * tnd what had created them. After 

n, y | **tf Ifi not tbit bad! 

o^body^ctoCJ,"^ ^^^l-v-.bmmdmamal dirt off 
I ■■■ l l T wnaea to a few minor cuts and scrapes. 

«*aaifI,^r lTO “'"^ ,,,d »'*«dtotiillbe.jive. I 
todoa,wu^«Zr^^ , “ W '” Chiump ‘ ^waaitill debating if wftet I 
right ^^irmmmed my 7Z, iTL 

wm ray fight for survival.' t 1 ^ ^ ^ “°ri>er day mtd posaibty 

wu now on my own. In the wild. No where to go. Noone 
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0 sec. I had no idea what wouid haDDen h 

7* ' ^ ”0 *■ how long , wouid '^T in ihe ho. or day or 

woTd “ h ^ ^ ^ ">«" -fw ^ h “ *» no 

we wm -~:ssx i e ^ ,ha * - 

s: r ~ s r.r.. 

r ch;msm8 “ d dy ™ imc **■ Hr«,tr“" e,g '” rt wm 

~*s. ^ - ~r iif * 

i hj“t°c z 1 r hopc “ i to me ,f r 

.. - z\ ^ 1 ^ m °” ^ 

fight! I Mgoing , 0 gw, (if, ^"* Wh ” r ”™™» 'C4» 
“"^'o do something. I hid to run ewey Bu .^ ^ ^ “oodr. i 

™.fr* ofmyMny ^But wtenw u I going ,o run. I deeded to 

over* the vdUge. h^Tl ^* f -~recow, 

SStS,- wh « ^ 1 ■- •** i - “ n ” dmns 

catty where I wu nod when I had to no w wm,t “ “« »nd tn, .hie to ted 
voyngethroughthe*. 0 f iUc k dr „dtrL wT”® "******^ 1 >*8*""* 
^rurhe*,^^goCTJ^? WMOO, “'»ay I-uut.loTof 
got worse. But I tap, on going. iZ^Z Z “ —T ««P .he p« 

nfirny mind trying not to be conscious of it^T * 1 ^ P^ting it in the 

throughout the nigh* ThecoidmaJ* 1 *“• tnpped tnd stumbled my 

Wt detdl ““h hnnh ud freezing cold for it lent three houn and I 

property of the nan. There *“* nM much long. wu „ L 

Nothing could stop me. I fett , ^ propm > r " 1 >>«d to cihnb ov. h 

fight anrots hit yud and went right to thT^'"f ° V * th “ ob5Ud * 1 "Uted 

door and knocked on it Ifehtfttrtnl ^ "*«< -P -&»« Kept to the front 

h*« in the vety eeriy morning hourj. ^0“ ““ 6 ° d “ h ° U “ “ ““o'have 

Ponch on my httzat bane knuckles. I ami 7* ^'*'* WOOd “ *° m ^ feit <*« a 

^ oothnued ,0 knock. I hoped someone wie home. 



• h « I'h■* body. The wne of 

the bam and wait and hide.- Jun happened. She said "Go sit there in 

to the bam. I opened the large 

ftill of hay and feed. Tha ^ ^ "«*—.«on« 

jumped right imo the hiy, threw wme of h u V** 1 ’ ' nnaairc * for » while. [ 

-“***«--edmy^onT IT "*“ K >Hiedup . 

could feei the wernt blood rush back into LJT '°“ ^ '° W *™ U P I 

I felt jo went I felt so good. I feh .i- ™ * worldert ul fediog. I felt jo safe 

^'“"y—.U Ife “ *"»“* 

™ and told me to ^ * bm P>ly A man wu shaking 

had found me. Istaxted to scream. I then hLd tto '“ 1 thou 8 i “ *'>' 

I »™ 8 uuU ! .ul»n,yolrT^^“Z' CltodOWnl YoU *""°‘ 

end realized it was the wife's husband. to focus m on the voice and face 

Bia R tortdtfd,dn0tl “ 10 "^ 

ffth.Genmtna find you her. ab ° U, my 

I-«-I undenattiM £Z* ^ " y °“ kno »' 

He said to me "You should run away." 

do. Bu! !T “ COmf0nable ' w*» die last thmg I wanted to 

him becmu. he waateiHng the truth. ITthe IdMno,,r 8ue w «h 

bam we afl would hew. thn Gcnni M had found me taking shelter in his 

. “ve raced the same consequence. Death. 

lime. I thought o^of^!L^ UP, ^ bnJltodit0ff 11 «"“d st him on. last 
doing to me^Oh, wefl. ^ WOrk 1 do “ dh. nan. And this is what he is 
luekbov" n.__ that wu not bad enough he said to me as I walked out “Good 


doing to me Oh, ™*! ^ ‘ ^ d °“ “a And this is whm he is 

luck boy." That wia like addingsatMo a^wotta±*i ^ to “^ ** 1 walked out "Goo 
undemanding. " to i wound I waa pretty angry now and not so 

I mumbled a “Thanka." 

to wherlr^ 1 ^ T. ^. 1 COUid ** the “W biting « me insumly. Right b 

1 * ecmed cven colder than before. It probably waa, due to th 



r rjss; 

wu warm Hid sensitive to these other needs I could not b T"' *'b 1 ” 8 " N ° W 1 

° *“ f« *"d get some food before , !UrVEd „ ™ ^ 1 w “ 1 ^ 

I ran throughout the e»Hv . “ 0ze to death. 

WOO<il 1 “*« « “Ofoer farm wrrh whic ' h Z' u *• 

searched arouod for , while looking for .p^g „ ^ “° the barn - 1 

have been nothing other than mice. I waj sure th«-v ^ Mme 5< ^ eaidn S- It could 
They could l«i me ,o mm. food c2Z^ "" >"ack. 

sack of hone gran, that they Z f ^“ a *“ —* «me across , 

«« a fist foil of oats. They were no, a ZZ TZZlZt £ »* “ d 

asfo with such a ferocny ttal , ^ ^ ^ ° Ved mouIt ' 

-innk. So I coughed the food out of my mouth. iZent “ ^ 1 ^ "“^ng to 

some snow that had fallen during the my eight adventurl jer “* 

a* I did my body twhehed mp.,1 Z “"'Z 1 ^ ""“clcs and 

Position. As ! sfood up I feh lih. ZZ 0 T ““* *» >«* » a ,e» sne^ 

imense hunger pangs in my stomach. I balledmy fists ZZ" 1 al ” ««® "sore 
'yes cleared I reeliaedjusThowIT, rubbed my eyes. Asmy 

completed his choree. Hhhmi fod fim chlck^^ h^^^ “™ ” 

quesuons usd id*. popped into my hem all u onjTZ^ - °‘ pl °“ 0n ° f 

fwm have definitely seen n» hJu~.hu I thought Oh, my CW! Thiaman 

sortofamiatakfl? I im denriv mil«]' a noth,v,7 I cant behave thisl Is this some 

'-^ou[“dtL W^a, is going on? 

n ’ y ' UC ^^°f*-tideni h e« d C ‘ ^ 

gomg to font you. nmm^ Come here- Come over here! I am not 

»ylTjr,l We ^ ^was.iargemntnomot, than ten ymds 

jumped out „.2£ ^ CouW 11 °« "® thi. nun? Mqrb.iflhmi.to, 

did sot know what to do r** Wb ™; But “«■"». not in thettrrible stupe I in. I 

*^tofomn»imhad,h’ZZ D ^^™^ But if this man really 

wassincere. Thiawas.hu 0WXlrt ^ 1 w s 1 *^ ' dsured tWs^ 

-s^TCrd^'s ^o* ifWs actions before were any proof of hia 

I walked up to him and he said "Hey son are you all right?" 



Am I hearing this man correctiyM asked 
“ how 1 wu - - 

to yZSZZZlLT h0UM “ d ciweti up * ** - *> »,* f00d 

house v^lT mly y " * mU * “ d h °P«&ily satd "Ye, "tp „ 

. . ' 1 emered he pointed me over to t not nf 1 foU°wed the man into his 

took my rife off and wished i, because ,t had When: 1 “““ d «" up. I 

noa time I would htvn nichan opportune ^T, Preny ^ I did not know ,h. 

™« of my body had turned blacked blue iT^ 1 “owed that 

now and I was very shocked. “*“* bl “ “«<!>« rnght 1 not noticed this until 

Happened to you?" ““ “ d t00k noti “ ° ( ™y bant He aid 'What 

Butiunfine' 

A couT^^itiTe^r qUt “° M ^ 

Tin waahbg offofth, din aUo J^.^ * ^ ^ PM«Uy 

^ r ^*"-^--- dT y5o “ ep “ but "~ 1 

WoT™r’ ™ * taf of brad. 

™^ay my welcome snluta ^ ^ y °“' ^ 1 aaaured him I would not 

Hole btt longer and then leffhia home eraufid of *<« Bug River ■ i,^, 

good things resuked. 

close to the Ukraine X tarned some of th * bVtatur ®‘ Along the wiy of growing up w 
be able to gm around that land ia&|y and known* ‘ fl ® md 1 s P oi “ “°“8h Ukrainian to 
«th« land becmaent^nm.^ ™ 8 ^ 0,1 1 d * dded “ pose as . 
“O^mriandumaaio,,,^,,^^^ Td <mg my chances in 

wood * ^^‘^^lutaingarmmdinthePolM 

v ’ a *««- InteonnofmyfchedsbestftZf hUati ^ toJ *^ Wte “ d “ Ull, ®“ 
from the border I hed to cron. I denid-a ov,r ° ^ c ” m r ; » 

thou 8fa I hid to cross the huse Bus Rhm, tv 8 ° 10 order to 8« into this country 

*—*- , wouid ej h £5a ^ on. of the gremes, 

^ ,0 “•—*-* wu unable to make it all the 

«—*hk t 1 **•^ 01 11 ^— 101 -—- 

e * Ve ** 1 up early the new morning. The sun was 
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m Comin 8 “P I could tell it was gome to h* , 

retted and felt better. ? * bright and sunny day. rw«weii 

* 

1 began ray walk to the Bug River and 

Su S River ,s 300 to 400 feet wide. The current 'is' " 00 m ° re '*** “ h0Ur la,er 
ngit at the edge of the water just enough so that mv J”* ““ d “ 8 "™ 5 15,0011 

no, know if I could make it. Bu, I knef,fl^,7 “ W '' &Dm1 did 
h«ao. r said to myself-Now or „er Led, T b “ — - no, as 

one hundred yard, upstream ofJfZjjT * ** ™ -** 

I began my walk into the bone chilling water Rush „ , 

MV ankles, knees, waist, chest and neck. I m * UtU « d "P" 

TTie current pulled harder and harder on mvh “P* ofth “ waMr creep up my body. 

off my fee, and , had 0 ^m t ^ ^ m ° "" ~' « 

“■ * brok “ «-b Soaring ht th. mercy of die vZ T^LT T' ‘ 
current so I swam with n at an angle towards dToLTsboLT “ ** *“ 
bong consumed and overwhelmed by this river, fe^ewfT 1 *** *° wonl « 1 about 
over. Then after [ thought 1 svas never „ “ocny. oot by foot I made my svay 

myfoot 1 fed it again. Now I feh hoth^^ ^ otte “*« 1 aomedung hs, 

1 CJught on to a tree that had been ^ mother finny of strokes 

-erasuckingra.out l f m *'*-* 

iik« ice but somehow I muie '■^LTZ^1 a T ^ ^ 
ysnlsdownnver^^^iv^^^ 0 ^^ “ about one hundred 
The men's firm we* not more than • WU gi*d to get out of the water, 

my way over to his house. 10 of a nnie away from the Bug River. 1 began 

r «tograzed JTZl door «d the anner opened h. Thism*. 

Iwuthe.aofamtts!^!“^"^ys&n^lookonhii&crL Evatthough 

fint thing he sad to me * *' ol ‘ lray ' ““cisdon sod ffiendship with this man, the 
nog oe sard to me wu-You hzve nice shoes and I would like them.” 

ttanto Zll “*“ tol ' I! —*-lP*' ***■ da, ni bring 

n» into his house end give mTtpiece ofbrelid ^ ^ ***** everI couW t0 ***“ 

&om the ZT 1 *" Umed he regained some manners after recovering 

andmademetbo^TT «*** to be nicer. He sat me down at his kitchen table 
y-foo* iwdibei^ Mmebreid - -*r 



"Sure." r said. But then I noticed thrnuoh 

h . e Wlllced 10 Sri and waa talking t0 Jt ^ “™" 0f ' my evCT ey« that 

the raj, out of *. houje |ike , bj| ou| Qf ^ m ,he lecr « conversation waa over 

He did not realize I noticed whu ho u,.. a ■ 
that he waa up to aomething bad that might Dosa.hl™ " 0<but 1 had in ™nd 
tealized t had an important decision to ,£ Tc b T“ P “" “ d W ° TO ‘ 

™ n "hhig has daughter an innocent secret and v th » was » friendly 

Jhie was a decetdui man tailing hb brighter to * If*" " 1Way 

I weighed out the conaequencea of each and J T G ' rTna “ “d risk a meal. 

me *‘ hut«». ™ n easier than finding ano^e" ”* '' “ “ 0ther 

rf- -zr: ~ m •—-* 

" i *-P- «« fro- the houae through the baL 0nJV 0 " 1 

whtch waa, in a straight line about 200 to 300 £££ ^ZlT " *' B “ 8 

thetance once my heart atarted pumping and I believinei ^ "°' 1 f " 

w« gorngdie apeed of aound and it fi* iike mteTfL Z?“? *“ “Y “* my "^d 
splashing everywhere and u soon as I couM n«# ^ «mo the Bug, wirer 

river. So far this Waa ail for a hunch. ™s any more J dove into the freezing 

they reached theRives^s olge. ^ S' ^*'*"*'«*'*“ 

- nvtV were scre^,^ 2 * ** ^ ^ !h “ “ 

had now come to the rivehl edne w Kr “™"3 w loud. Her Sther the fanner 

water to coots a$er me. I could n£ beheZ tut b ^^^“ i “^ in,hefr< * I,n8 

I «om^to theoth»hde^^Tr^ ‘™ 

coldandlmgT-tfitu^a , LJ __ “ ot “«nver. It wu still extremely 

lilerfiT ^ 8 ^" wouUh * v * b «“fronted ft*thick! 

^ w** OdUShing and choking 

™ re of^ I ^T^^ n,,rS ™ ,fbrlift - 1 derided I could not take much 
right tgqujff'Sff thereil of the day ao I hid in some buahea in the woods until the 
^htWhile hiding m the woods I thought to myaeif how close I came to being caught bv 

sfstehdto still be alive. I preyed to G-d that my good fortune would continue. 

In the marine 1^ roou * h - 1 -Stic tny way t° another farmer's barn for the mg.it 
In the morning the son of the firmer became aware of my presence. I woman*. 



between being awake and asleep so I noticed hm,. 

that he w « not a small person but not a big perso^ h ^ ^ t0 me 1 saw 

When he walhed up t0 me he ^ . c ; o b --" r- ' - - » aftatd of hip, 

"Nor i Mid. * Letmejtly) . 


fanner told hi, « Ws “ter 

said "My father said you must leave. " *** clayed the message. He 

"I want to stay - I said. 

He said “IH be back!* and left 

b« you with , blew. H«» d ’My dad told me to 

Same, I would play with my brother hid. and «*. L ,T f ' mi,,d ' !d ° f ' h ' 

w played before. In &a tin, wa, no, . But il “ n " d ^ ™ »o game I had 

■^ng duo thi, cotn^TZ idT,^ T * **“ “ 

alL I heard the boy searching fo r f bad a patheuc hiding place if I had one at 

"VM* Whenfoe boy found main mid™you ^ T II " dcon,erai 

tali by the way he waa staring. swinm™» ^ ^ you!" Icouid 

™ that he mean, buaineii. I waa jcared. [did “ttdtmg it in his hand and yelling at 

be beaten. I did not sgy anything. I got up and ™ ^ "“t ^‘ ’*“* “ "" or 

me. -ynytnntg. go, up and ran away u fat aa my leg, wouid move 


and JS 'SZZ ?*'***'"* fM — P-<° 

wnh thiaZ., T m r ymKlb *™ “P « b*y I tuyed 

“’"bnglwwforaw.TT^ a ^ ^ “md d^r wu Smurday 

should nor hm^ boon mi i' 1 ’i^ LI ' really doing nothing [nSwIreally 

»m. ^ baaS “«* "able on my walk I heard 

btnnan mumbling fonn a Th “ 1 *** *bat sounded like 

[ d “ oc *' 1 ““bi “ot dminguuh wha, w« being said. 

0«manp^t^?^*^ P ^ UOd ""™ b ™ t “b. wer. a greup of 
tight my way ^1*“ P " P * red » thay would no, find me. They were coming 
!oudeT^ “ tm8 ^ Tb* sounds got louder and 

m0re diSin8U, ^ la ‘ -“zed who foe,, poop,. wefe . ^ 
Imd beet a fire ready to explode, allmyflameshadjim been dou«d with water. 



by chance I came across some other escaoeesf Th 
**- ^ glee I jumped o" 1 1 *. iz^az2* “» » 

PW They all let out screams but in Polish I aid " HelJ , „ “* d,d not care 1 w « 
They scon realized I was an escaoee Z ! u ^ HcUo! " 

=r —:sr: :r:r:— 
uj* f ° r ** *“»o^rrrrss ^ ws couid not screM 

qme,Kl down Mimed down. It wu ^ „ Kn °™'” “me over us. 

off Of the same train! did. I ftJ^^ S ^° ^‘*"*" who 1 *“<* ”« had jumped 
- if ^ w oflny othm <>f-ope I asked the 

I wu hoping he had jumped out I wai L * 1 *** Matay of my father 

«« -in, do But ^ l j r:i^ “f t h tl w *3 the cue one o f the men had 

^ d-d not know of any othen. oh well, i, was worth 

*• ^ ^ W * -hou. how to 

nothing, w. discussed ail of our experiences IT ** 

^^-^“,r^r 8om8orL we 

"^here. The Germans were talrin* *“ pnmy much the same 

ofthe Jewish people and sending them to slave ° ' % * ythin8 ' ^ were rounding up all 

8« Off our chest wh« Z.^2 ^ ^ W# *“• » discus, and 

ooh^tood. But we did. W. talked fb, J* " WIth ° ,ll< ”' Nobody else could have 
hsve imagined. We felt so relieved and m^.^ 00 ^ ^ ^ ^ tfaer »Py we couid 
solve together what wu^ ^ 

ohod had bewi g«* tt. the mind and body. If* a, if my 

ton of pressure 

-^ town ofWlodavalivingin 

i*mr than six months afftt die Gotnan b “ ,wm ° f 8h««°« ever since 1940. No 
:rc »te ghettos 

hvebytheGennan*. H, rt rn- .. «*» where Jewish people were forced to 

about finding a piece of bread t re *^_ thoughl of too muck I wu too worried 

where I lived but therm wen?' ^ were n0 glietto* in the small villages around 

towns ut apart for Jewish nan i ^ 5<5tOWns - were transformed pans of 

W for Jewish people only. This did not me« people could Uve freely and not 



,n fur The ttcapeea told me more about the 
teU me the following, ^odava con, Med ^^ ^Proceeded 
Jewish people were accepted. ^ TheaeWerc only places 

The non-woriring gheno w u at one end 

P« of town where the lower claaacidaena lived. . 

«Uy had no other choice if they did not warn to ? °" th “ r ow " They 

tW ° *— P-nem The p”« ““““I * ^ ^ -,r 

^ mothers, children and older people and som. ^ **° d ° *** siave !abor The 
The working gheno waa „ 1 ^ y ° U " 8 m “ **fctan. 

h« they had aU been captured and forced to”^ '°7 P “ ple ^ n ° **. in being 
young healthy Z ^ ** ^ ^ 

““ WOT »« ntiiitary-like barracka Over lafaor ' r ’ The living 

packed in like zzzzzzt ■" “ *~ v,n8 

““edFahenberg who gave the orders for ud, * pnaon * Th * re was a warden 

bywho - The whole ghetto fenced offwnh ^IT ' 0 ^ ^ 11 wh " t“' and 

they were lolled. Theae men w«, treoed hjs ™ “T 18 th “ ««»>>« tried 

ah day and went to deep in the dart They wmln^T"“ P d4wn - worked 

wwe few and far between and the lithe bit thev ^ TI “ *™“ they were fed 

'""king. They would no. have Iw ftd u ^,T* frf ™°^ t0i ^ 11,0,1 llive>,Bl 

Wa did not have 

* k * i0a>y ' m '*"°°**- Afterw.hadtahtedabout 

ah hugged ami said good bye ud^ ** < ^ eC * < ^* d 10 ^eck on our way. We 

around «■» I hid made up ray mind. I had beeanraning 

thnoIweetoOBnafl. I really did * e ° te0C *^ 10 **“ wor * £ * n 8 ghetto becauae u the 
>™w I wotfd ^ *• ■*“**« h, the m**, I alao 

^iththiainipirat«Bim l iiii^[w^^^.*^ ma ^ ,CeV * ,1 ^ ,I, *^ rniel,l ^ er * t * ,1 ** u ^ esca P e h. 

vigilant that there were German* lrtr»n <■ **** *** CaU °° usiy lhrou * h woods, ever 

Wlodava. Gwuia iooiong for me at aU timet, towards the ghetto in 

<*w the ghetto mthed-aoce 

just any pu, 0 f town it “ be Paat any ordinary put of town. But thia war not 

ZZ^Z ‘.f" 0 Aa I came closer and closer I began to lee peepie 
waoanguound. There wu hft m tin, gheho. I guess for some reason I thought it was 



3°ing to be a solemn sterile place 

rr ,o fed - “- *•«-»«. z T£i r™ ** •“ **. <»»»act 

z to ! ' nm « 

Evttiruaiiy, some peoplc ^ ^ „* new ^ « *"» «* 

WfS 

My&tho-t IludfoundrnvfatZr^T” Wft “ Uleworid - 

not believe rt r.««, u- ^ at ” er Ho was still alivef ft on 

nn *« ** I ** w him and then I screamed nm u, u ft ^ 4 miracle! [could 

~ mly W «'*»<^w.*^*** “■«"■<«-prayfor our 
^ornaa*^^ A» h tuned out, he lud 

S€VTO days later and waa 

W# had both been granted the gift of life f pr 
“‘»»«>•<» of our hoUM 

^""ynelinduL 

8ramdb —»»■ '^****+*'" 

*+ •** took n» fa, “ *• »« of the hou«. 

“"S^ybwoea. Supplied_ 0 ^." <,0Mt - FPOm *“W*™ce. m „„ 

Except there waa 

leading down to the baaement wu i that 1 * 'k.cJJ' 0101 ' «>«1 under th. Reps 

^"aovw.ronaiup.. ^^^“ where you run 

** P'«oia of wood! which aerved u ZT^TJ*T ^ ^ H. p.cked up 

“P*- He ^p 0 ortwicd in tad replaced those steps 
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z" di ;: p r: d ;r r r steps to * 

Aiter .hi, rny father walked ms “ the 

‘h«e He was so proud and happy to show me to everv° H = ™° d o«d me to everyone 
“* no.. He fei, like he was the kmg ofthe wortd " y ° n ' ^ “ d <=ven .hose he 

I moved into his cramped quarters Th* 

«:=r-- -“ «* Sisa: ss. 

*™ -“~r ™- z;rr;• r ™ - - “— 

Work for other people. That wu wh „ „ r ' Som “®« we woe permitted to 
‘eeve the ghetto. If tee G™™ fa und aj ^ W « were no. allowed to 

Mded goods we would be killed. °°“ 5 or m the market where everyone 

rooming. Thedreonn^iyf H ‘ zbmdwith ™** "ext 

ywsmreailift. ^ Srindmother) who had beea dead for ^ 

v„.„, 

"^ ut it about dad?" 

i. WM orange. I dreamed that I was in a mn _a., 
roy grandmother had been dead for ten year, wdtad.^Z' Wl " n5rmotte '' *»-l» 
Ofa premonition or a prediction." -Wnon. Acutely i, war more 

"Whit did she say?” 

safely ZZZ^r *“ be *• ^ W“ «"*»front your town. You will [ive 

"^•iwdnapritingiy. 

"Yee." Ha answered. 

Wo thought it was a M ““ tin “ tile id “ wa. impoaatble. 

Although tin. wu a yZ rL ^ Uncomfcrab1 ' ■bating such notion. 

1 Pr ° PheCy '"" fiDdl ■’*• hrema 

would randomly invade theae conumn™ If!" ,b °“' rooodo P ,? ) 

d< eined was necessary TWatenn 01Ild round “P" “ roany Jewish people aa thev 

^“Ooy the German a practices towards Jewish people. The memphor between 



CatlJe people in ghettos is a 

W3y ° f mt ^ rro "8 wha. life in d* ghKtos waj 
Steep, horses and cows u s *h i.* l . - - 
£T V “ hU8 ' fiddl “™lested by humeT ^“ VM ln —• «. to roam and 

*« cre »« pastures 0^1, tt,e “ “ m “ i * -round 

J? ' ^ amaU - ^ no, been m rr " l00ked “ * 1 »f« ‘bang* 

■ The ammals were still able to mrtv They COuid con twue on with their 

U ^ h * d <™ before 

powerful motives underlying and driving ^ ° n the ™ d ' 'here are 

2T" f0r *“* ^ hffd “ 0*- - on. 

** “ d ™ y^2i T *■ b ' ferced « *** 

We too once roamed free tv* k 

^ w. had ^ ^ t qumantined us in oor ow „ vfllage. 

^wouient Processing. Ev^ ^ ^ priaon (gteo) f OT 

^^ho.a.a Human b^Th^* ““ th “™ - (!*«*’ 

***** purp °s® of Pro fit from . de£^ ” * ' Sn * i "“«"■ f “ r *• 

*“ * & 1 *. Promise of. better world. 

November of1942, 

emm .fiT"^ ^ “ ghetro, W. W« 

‘ege.'way. at *. dfepoml rf ^ ^ for "“ •» »«like arunuti, in a 

Ubetto for two weeks by now. 

^ morning timo and there wu nothm panicul * r ,tarted out just like any otha- day ft 

^I^uldntigo 

w^dm* ds. arie^te^lT" *•■'»“» “*■*■* -* 

”>*“I»uba Cffi g Ju«ulh*h m' afKrMla «“d commotion. And then! 

f«» ^ th. P WtiiTj^'rt. G&mtas came chwging into the 
Etteryonn knew what was happening. ^ w< •*nactae guns. 

fiaroundupiadtisgh^^^^"^™ 00 "*^- Thiswuthe 

^o«a TTd, waa my first round up E™^ t T ‘ ^ ^ 

“II grouped togetiwunTth-^T^ , ta «c»Pe the round up 

and looking for a way out We made We were ™nnmg for our Uvea 

"tade tt to a drainage pipe under die meet of the ghetto. 



T** “““ 30011 would flow and drain mm th 

; u ; bout *- *« - —“ r;° wou ' d - ^ ft 

1 j “ d laid «* tog to p lpe winch *““* On. by one wo all 

w « <«d all wo could do and 1, “ W " h wa,or 

r hop,ns ^ we -* - ^ wo :« 5,t in ,he *- ^ -** 

0 7 10 b. thy. wo™ or happy aut »« and cold and miserable. There W aa 

or that The onuro tune we wore hiding wo could h T** ^ “ d Wre tok&i 

= 5 = 5 r-“ 

-“CKs^ssssrr--*--'-- 

“““’em te to Germane ' ** ^ Wo fo “° » our 

hunted for people by gomg through all th!T C ° UK,mS Pri “ n,:r5 1,10 tonana 

•^h«n away be lolled in the demh cam^ZZT ^ ^ P “ ple "> 

^ bodiet fefl into the grave The Jewish ' P ” Ple * U 5h °* 10 

*”*■ 1 togh, dwa. ail over but toTl! P '° P f0md “ «* to own 

another human. th« wu one mom acr to CenhM indicted on 

a German officer noticed H ‘ ™ toong around in shock, 

nten who had juat been shot AG-JZT ^town in to grave along whh to 

htde boy lad toiMd him into the man of bodi torder, and picked up to 
^ »th.g I Mwtethi,lito3 l ^T“^ , ^ Ttati »to M nabog M 
myan - naardtoalhti.boy.ik-Whv™'^ d bd to my eyes but I did believe 

“toStotheday. It was very cold out Th. VBydefraseA Thie lolling continued all 

w<f “ 

^ W —iU.^OUtphy.^rtU 1 ^ ^ 
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22“ 1" ^ ™ ag ninM *« over 

not J™ T* Uyil ® *•» f=r toe d»T£? "* e,ta **« ™to OT 

^. ,££££"" 1^ “ d 1 ^ 
^ n ““ wer o to raiding 3 and JJiJJ toeorto 

®y Cfrj tr^l 1 couw “• * ~to XT'" ““ Mk of ^ 

^8teto^ m ,^ s ^^rh.w wxll ,o g «e wly6oin 

<>* JSLlto 

^to^toi3^^° U8,aof,hi *^ 

ar-^i—rtsr ""—to ■Nr-beM**, 

thento^' d “ Of80IB8 “ Oth0W0o<1 >- IftharatoT '""’"‘"“f 1 *' 
? «*■ IM «o mto . toto beoZ T*** “* “- «* « sood oo. end 

lotoitoytowitoor 

toi han through whet evw happen. cwt^7 “ to to. 

to.totott.actto|^TL,.-^^ fc'tom ygm ft^ nmog .o 

“'^totogd^dtto ^^*^ I»totodifflcul.to 

* to ^ «* G “™“ to> were ton 

*too searching fcr the thing in my mind to m«rf *to ton the death 

^to».h^ h i^ knight 

“"“tor. OT “*toto l went up to the house lad knocked cm 

Ifto 7 Who i, there,- 

*'****+*^r££Er** f—-jut 

M 



yZoT' n ' d °° r ° Pentd ^ « - . woman w ho w„ ra _ 

,IU w « in my eyes 

"Thank you so much." _ . 

She said "It is good that you cam* t 

*** l h*d finished mv fn^ ,u , ^ nxnu f<arthe eompany ^ 
bed and said "You e* "V °°d the iady took me into a little h*h 

rnmf You can sleep here." Thisw»«« ““e bed room with a little 

”***•* ■<- -«—hou« m, b r; wy — *- >»-«p. i - „ 

before ^ b “ 11 b«e rmce , hfo 

I ^ t °^“^^ W “ l “' m ' n,,V,ll,s ' ™*wa- 

7* " Y °“ h * v ' “ «« «d. iTtta G^^cZr 1 ^ 1li «P‘"g and 

” enfa l r 1 «« good became fa..!. _ ^ **'"« MU ft. bofo ofll .|. 

do *>>and re* myfcyjy ^ NWJ»« to ^ u ^ 

l wu so depressed: I AiA m 

W «l-t ^^ I “ n0, ' VW ^'°^>*r„r begIOJUy . Ijlmajil 

Sonyw “ •“ ^£^*72^ y “ wuteaBd don ‘' y~7- 

^ WI * “ad that an foil had happened. or had was now 

^ 1 ™> “■!»&« firaer wto kq * 

th0ni8to - hay during 

* generous half a 

_ '^tognro^J^^^^^daya^foenneft^ 
”*y«i artnmd thm uen. n. - p "j* * S reu P ofnatwnyj which aiwnya 

TWnwJ^jltT ^ Uad ^ rounA Welmewwho 

‘ nfcnB,tioa receive important 

W1 * happening with the g^^ U ^ W0U ^ ^ t0 te ^ *oyone the news about 

toe German*, the ghettos and the Jewish people. 
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lauckimothenuAct 

** ‘i- to b. *££££' wu - **« <—« 

orTT^J - - *». ^JZ' l r “^ 

W1 * spiders i»re d the «Mi 10 s P“^ rs > roiches, tennis 

Tenwf Uleeimres w« with cobweb fWx, we *’ temm «*ndraa. The 

lookmg^fbr whet dvre they could find tout*" ''"'“''•^ov.™*, 

ttotaniaconierof^floo, ”^ ( ^ l ^^ 0 ^“ rab ««ni«>it It wu . v(sy !ItuJ] 
ow the hole end put my legs through. My hud. wJ""''** “ *“' taDU8il 

~ wlout I *qii®«throughth.t^.L. I ^^ dmy 8 utm “db««my 

door end. floe,, Iloww^^r^r‘ thmi * h ^*«*1»“ 

*• a ° 0r "* m» <*« WU even whh dTZl ?“JT"“*’"** «•* * !«* whh 

^"Iwumutdhowd^,^;^^^^ I though,**, 
gotbuitoduu*.,,,^^^^ ‘^ Iw ““ w «‘k*fi8ur.of.c ro u [**, 

l rr* * « * » KOI. Juud -■"»*»**.«. 

*“* Itu ^ , nyheultotheuieud J h«J W ^ Ipn ’’* TOim !«tf'forthereafi M i 
•brooghiad leaded oo my ft*. I fe kli ^^/™” ,, « fa,io “ ,l »«- IU right 

N6-«wuh,dTi^^^^*^P^X.. 

cvrawt »>e down here. AHI could heer wu th. J °* 4y Th “ rodtnt P™blem wu 
%can the people hiding in h<»m r _ ^ “PMbag of,««. Ididnotwutto 

HtUo1 ^nemeuQieimMMcer I.... my|ra * nc » il tHebrew. Ireid-Hellol 

i>h*ppenm& HeUol ^ t, .n^ ^ ™ “* “■** I on here to find out wh« 

huddw £J l^^ J £2' vbolt *** ° f «**«»«" 
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^ey informed me 

^ Tic^T °" to hu, “«“ ka ’'ZIZZ '** the 

I knew now that I ha^ . v pie m °^ er villages " 

Sir“— 

Some of the building, had he*« w 

r^f=£--r 

craa “™ Of Sobibor to be ka J °° k °' ,Tthr " tbouml people » 

° f ^ “* “H^on 

Tl-^ “ »«* U» P« «d OW for now . 

wu the tnue to pick ourselves aid the T ’* peo ^*^***»“ttarnow, the pte**, 

^P^fertheamt"- W. tt «d^2^^‘' I “ 0fEa “ i8rm ^ W. 

Everyone 

Ewtyon, bed * ana, n, rf * ““ ““ reund up either piobehly. 

7 2 ZtZ ZZ ra , Z? Iwurc ^“ 

***“- IpnmiMdtomysetfandQ^da, ^ ‘ ^ ^ 1 never see him 

^ never (e^**^ ~ 1*-M* «taI 

But it wee very differs*. I™ 

“yone'.ttteation. I , 0 ™ ^ W ^ ^ “i*®*)'®f «le« get 

tr y m g to get th, ettenooo of people who hedjuet i fumiy 



member murdered, captured or injured .. 

pe0pi ‘ ifl ■* *ny chance through ah of thia cl^ 8 "* 1 — » aak 

c “"™ ber *■ *• °f-» &ce m ae crowd 1“ °." “ d ? “ TOd ' ** ™8ta 

w ^waani* father and I had to find him. w “"«“other face mthe 

1 W« looking around and ItwUm V mission. 

ZTT 

1x1 ^ you here? It'aChiam." I comm, ^ 

I heard a voice renly Haw, Dtl ^ ,ootl ««oni 

UP !0 “the, and w, ^ ‘ *' WU: “* <“»< 

110 50 happy to see youl" 

“ "" ™'« - -*• - ha the 
Z* ^ « *■ “* *» tho» a^r 

"Oh I hope it does!" ° urdr «“‘*comm 8 mm- 

"You are right I pn^ ^ ^ 

a*her would never iegwnj^** nlo,,l * ,lt °o l knew i waild never leave my father and any 

of 1942 , 

^ w *‘" fi» I* ta^getneaTdmlaL 1 y^^ lal 1 “ “ ^ the P™l» clothing. 

"**«* rawawaab^ r^ ^ »«*°o way for anyone to ge, „ew 
^ even tfw, oaoid^o riir^a 0 ^'^ *• ««id not go to th. nurfct 

^othoghatatog^, “™^*^gtotndo. Hm™ M 

*** “o “■ °f p«pi. JsrctT'^ “ ““ p “ 

b * dB ’ Buttfw «ww« willing to taka the chance 
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for whaj we nprW-..i 

into the " m J1 “ W “ tM - “ *rv,ve we 

"“ kou,ofttesten °- 

*• ** Vlllases - fr d ° Ut ® **** 3 P° tt around the 

AM Ti" asbbm ‘W* «ch 

~^ 5 rr‘ ” 

Fo ™^<y I —* * cuhT^iT Pn “' riltel “ 

Ckriamm ***ml942, 

5l * rv ^fiTeenn^x^tt!^^^^ We *^^ tWo <l*yi. fwaainth. 
^•“daUofZ^ WM not tt a g left in the ghetto T '^“^Shetto 

oocemrv^ ^^^^nL InJ^rT' *“ ofl *■ *od had been 

==Sp^~rs=^-;~. 

“^wt* a dichotomy ^ food and dotting. 

w ^*t I wanted. q.~ ] ^ w oni y *o°ut going nap town, r wpoid m .j. ».l 

alio a lot of German soWie^nrfTO^^^Lt^ *kl® to find 
r P* tr °l fin S tha area and I 

netahh^^* ^ *** w *^ e “ I S through town 1 1 , 7 I ' 0oktl “'tf‘*»dw« 0 ti Bt o, OWIl 

41 Uerth * ame who emigrated from Russia. 



■niey were ill sitting jroundi table, -niornania were c,_,„ q . 

wanted to become a priest. So I figured he would **“* Hraiylt Ste P“ 

t believed he would spare me some food ,pmon ""y 

- -iXSStiS ZT 7 ^—- - - 

«■ happy tlusdiii has happened to youl* ^ 0r you ^ wheo 1 lo °k at you aa a Jew 1 

by now and had to ffc^L, h^L^d^^^ria.T 00 ' ^ 1 *“ ‘ hm "" ye “ old 
hated Stepan, do you have a knife?" hid not say that to him. I said "Hey 

He said "Yea, what do you need a knife for?" 

■“ t0 bdlcvc “* 

sosnefiMi^ teehaed we wne the same he aught find it in his bent to give me 

Hessud "Time to leave, if you ere to live, and I hope he [G-D] takes you.’ 

aad I ran away. de ^ 5e ^tJm bre^i. I wu so hungry but I did not taka it 

Some <^7£Z!Z°Z7 »«"-ehttofdmdme 
‘K™ out most didirt or wanted to IdU me. Ttunr in,, t 

«nmiLjoMM,u«jj iney treated me Hke I wasan 

overwhefadng^L^^^ Now dm Ih* reared the 

.... teen, bdtto eiwiys be present. TOaphOsaophyeudweyoflifis 

k^. -^~ '^™P*°yed igamst the aimers. I stopped approaching thm and 

—Uvmgineogndowmtheonly 
™ *hU to kmp from JZ77 n0miU, “ , ' 1 “ ,n ^ 1 “P^^^outendl 

veey hu^Tw^iTZr^ There svis snow on the ground and I was 

iZZ^a^rT 8 J^‘^ d “«»d.«iaiookmgfbrsom.feod. Icmneecroe, 
throuah the mftm bt *“ at ^ *** wy deric but I managed to feel my way 

7fi7. hi„,_ tny uma Straigla Out so 1 would no, run into inythijg. Ihappeoed 

l ° '*** * blanka and when I pushed against i, I fed some an object hidden behind the 
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blanket. I lifted the blanket and reached out and Mt 

“* — ^e contents ^ ^ ^ ‘ ^ *- 

these bottle* had no, been frozen. Ideaded l ''» cold our l wes sussed 

tny ttnd in some light I thought if i could see t^T' ^ “ 8 " * h** « 

out What this Liqmd wu. m 1 ™gtt be able to figure 

:rr z::zr r ** ■ - -»- homes ^ 

^ moon. I saw through these bottI« a son 7 b0nl,:J bttw “ n ">V face and 

Un * bl « » “■ *ha, this mysterious iiguid 1 w “ ■» 

would surely know what it was. Thiam«h^ *** Uquid “ 1 th * 1 

To figure out whet this wee for once and for a? “* * "* PnCd “ bUt “ ' ffea,v ' °”«- 
preyed that this we. no, JZ?.?*** ' ™ ■** “ — «• ■ hoped and 

thia way. But then I figure ^ , ™^ POlSDn<IU1 la "ot™ffl to lose it all in 

I went for it I opened one of the bottles S ° 

juat a little. The liquid flowed imn .m, ' ^ ^ ^ T mouth “* ffll * '« back 

"*»—“°«ym«nh. I swished i, around e little bit Thel 

ovwwhj^ rttT^ZtTjT^~ ^““^ahnos, 

13“ they wera burning. MycheZ^^^™™^^**” 1 "^ 6 * 
was breathing fixu. I did not know wh* u* ^ fd '“ « 

found “ **• I —»- 

good to me i ^ fifingi considoed h tasted pretty 

Atedrink^tTin^ T!^ '^^-^mfiZe. 
loot. Onnvw^^7^J^^ b ^^ he ^ b * £khomew hh">y 
not feel the snow on my ace, T mad. *7* mW "* “ , ” 80 <t ” 8 ™ tb “ 1 ““W 
^^cioefcT^hlZL 

mggestedneereiaunnl Sabbath. I could “* *» emhunasne is I wu at the rime. He 

long time aftm di d t ftn __ _ not watt until then. I dmnk some more. Note 

around three o 1 dock. ^ ® CP ^ eep ' 1 up the next d*y in the afternoon 

for ntwtf-.tu f py T° ^ h > W * 1I ” Ce su n^MngthaChinukkah present 

ofthi*h*d happened. TwTL* ^ ^ ^ m old home if none 

wy a mmorukUveU need^!^ ^ n *^ n 8 1 P**®® of mind and old G&. This 

overcome. needed relief from all the horrible things I had to go through and 
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January of 1943 , 

I ww back into the town market tn mrf., 

month. WHa walking through the ° me S oodl 1 h* acquired in the p« 

s .cpan wh^,, zz T a "* mra wh ° -w* 

>o the Gemuru to hive mo killed I wu „ u,, ^ ^ 1 thou B il < “'ey were 8 omg 

Ptownta I could not go or hide tnywhee fthth/f* °^^ le marieet I did not have arty 
wt ndd have surety brought me to ^ » W ‘* 

to loll in escapee. Iwusoscared. I thought this wu it looian 8 for an opportunity 

** tad. stomach. and both sides of^Th™ *7 <baBulv ”- ^ »“ched 
w ta of their Chests. I said'What n* you doing, 1 ant 

““ «■»** * ** ^ ^ 

Nobody else got lain, only hnnl” t*™ * tanb where he wu ind he wu 

taeved that their tnend Stepan hsd died sod newter* r'™ ^ stadc. Theycouldnot 
Stas they realized their vulnerability Ihu ^ ™ ^ ° f than - 1 

, * i ^tatawholty*r^c^ 

atays the poworieu who chad sod tlupowerfdtiw* h_ T ’“ ),ra *‘ izedtlmi,w “not 

of their own had been killed sod s small inogmilcani Tewis^lwvwho^ T ^“ Wth “°” 

'—**** ^tatleuoedttouiiZ^^^ 

uked then whole thhig. I 

tavodonttKi^nawwronatfainfli. r i0OkiD *™*“*• kttoptttyou 

"Yost are right. Wtadoyousuggestr 

^^^w^JutodttUh.troetehoftharfthh. How .bout you talk . 



hevinj-^^”' 1 Gemma ftamd out about tlut sort ofthmg wo wot 

I hied to 

T ^ d —»hw** 

«d «Wy Shout the eonsequmme, day would bn, to from th. Gemma th. 



hose of G-d. That shows haw powerful the German 

11 ***** fib they had more power than G-d^T T *** " ***** *« 

to one totally legato .“ ta *<“**■• P— so 

^ to Price they would have to pay from Q , ^ “ ' Ge ™ M . They could 

? OTUnl “to bring upon people. The GvJLT* '° ““ "“to to 

or this reason the boys were blinded by fear and rt T ^ *** CTWIOr 

walked away, t could not blam^ I 001 ^ I-dW 

stod. They were feeling f or a few mom _. " i und =rinood that they were 

to felt for the p.at two year,. Rh “ 8 I and every other Jewish perron 

February of 1943 , 

I wu now living around Sobibor -n,— 

Ilv ^ X spoke fluent Ukrainian by this time^UT ‘ ° fUfaainU “ “ ** veal was 
people by binding in with the culture b « BI ■** *“viving among* foe 

rn.^ how they I toto my*lf-Let 

"»y in the back, the lait row ® Ur *“*® 0 «- ' «>ck rnto the church. Is* 

« few in the luck with me „ t -. °'‘" pe01 ’ 1 * w " “ *°« but there wen 

■•man and in Ulcraimin the font thing Ihottrih^^aJ 1 * West had jua. started hia 
«ch them, and kfll than.- Ireaii»d h ^^^^kferthaa, find them, 

"^^*«th.J.w* Thai alter that 
from the church. * tow *y stood up and m a hunched over posture retreated 

"** supposed to stand fij f ° r ^ T1 “ one P enonwho 

w ho people look up to with admiratiflif^ **“* * 80 to for advice, the one 

4 *«'tongH,,**.„*^^ *•' —*foetn»cfoae*toO- 



CHAPT-ffl YW'Z 

Mt0PL£ - Qf Lm: tm tttf gflflna 


Mkrckcfiut, 

v^nuxMrtblmahodMfi^ ^ “»<«""yontmmyjnwp. Idbcov^ed. 

, te 1 ^ | f‘ roU ^° U1 0«™n. ibduo«d t^u., ,„■ ,. 

t^detthcmpt OncBifa.Ggim.h^^_^. ™y amUM. tad ^ than >w , y , 0 

**•'^ >~*y -« - *te «, l00,riI,8 for 

™°yooptyhousaa. Butthehou*aw*r*nr*_^ ^^ ^rouitedm 

^»iclothe%poa»ndp«niwmjttx^ f ««T^^L CtnPly ' *** ofth ® common goods 


““topworthooM. tenLwttottha. tK T I “'“ , ^ fi,r S°“8'«o 
■lonothin,Mh^thop,,^ IcouU 

t ^P^th. p<>0 p t . i cou](llla|jl [ntfat<ti _ 

nvte and tnd« for other thing*. whuaw I eouid taketothe 
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wise. We thought of a different way t0 sneak into m 

pathetic stnw roo£ I ripped out a hole just big enough IcUmbedonio P ofthn 

—sssrjsr—==—— » 

»«ther during the Winter ^ In order tn “* “* ble “ &ni f °°<* «d bed 

*«xi» W. bed M think .he* ^ pUn ^ ^ '«<*«*• to eurvtve life in the 

^ ^ benefit urm the future N'«ea l 10 Ae mon of 
rne *nt nerving or freezing to deeth ^ for one opportunity could heve 

Even JZ itTo^Z^t^ 'Zt “ ^ ^ "^bury 

^res like finding food. But I wu able to take uo Vl ^T*^ 

™ but also meke life beaer both m P ^ ^ b 0 ^ ° W h< ^ 

•oWibeenforearntno^ 

MHaflUS, Friday, 

We ^ ****** end I end about ten othtt- people were *i, ‘ 

W> * pretty quiet 

T ’“ GOT “ ah * d 

mov «^inoroutofthegiwto Ha sokfien *“* WocfcBdoff of 

tnaspotttnidn. Theoffle*,,^_, 1 °™ um “*^ 

o«— ^ °-**“- 

btadarttNofa. 

^wh«weeTh.Genn^H^^ Ev ^ k ™^ 

^reagttdwenring^^ , W executing another round up. Weal! 

Run to ... ««commgl It's a round up! Got out of the house! 

the backdooTwTI^**“ b ° U “ * topped d*ywew doing and darted to 

P«P*« already tn the basement Evwvn. ^“"vedtten were t lot of other 

Md were unable to organite m an <iaotieaaud *T «*»wWeevent 

UQ, “* *° organize m an efibetrve manner. We ^1 jann»d into this little 



s.“~rcr 

houae £ZZ ■ we heard the Gennana kick down th. door of our 

later we heard, .m, ^ m ““ roftmie he^retlieywouldflndua. fifteen minutea 
«ter we heard a group of men coming down the walkway Welmmv.h 

W« could not go anywhere. Toe hiding pUce waTadL^e wer^T“'™ 8 ' 
here in this hole. T%«__ P "***■ wer ® u*pp«i like mice right 

-e ciL^rrrrr found u, t. 

out of the btiemenc we so desnemeiv *” a pack of 'dogs. TheypuUedui 
uaneni w® so desperately, yet unsuccessfully tried to hide in. 

in ail they ° Ut '‘7 IOOked m fe “V “°™ kden. When Urey looked 

Germane. TWenT^T lmid “***** d - d *«#*<**' 

tod find the people it concealed. That ia how eahctrvenwaa. Ifont.irk.HkIr, 
wa all could ha»e been able to evade the Germane ^ ^ 

ourdo^T^T 1 “ W0 ^ Take off all ytwr dochear W.tookotfaUof 
-L..k,.... **** * connnon Ptttdice of the Germane TTiey Kerehed fer any 

aS!»cs. 

^wdlofd M Zl^ t °? J ^ U,, * g * ittitth, " UI ' w * *“<* “P in t row acroia the 

bet hiding in W. w« fkdn, *» 

^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ° f “ 
^ op-^ o,S 2lT“ ^ ^ ^ “ “ 

.uni— 77 “* 7 7*7 * andill » ***» lalad and quivering reehamg that what ad of the 
^-^^opieh^uidto.dlttaeye^wuoowgo^toh^pen W.wme 

I intagmed ary frther, if ha were ttiQ alive by the grace of 
"* looknn over my deed body. W. were tool* tunoundmL Therewua wdl of 

ihaadofu*, there wui will to tht right of us, than wu a wall behind 

« 



“S. there was , wjJi t0 ^ lcft ofuj 

s "“»hca Except I nottced there was a window, J ““ "° Way ,0 out of this 

■=ft of us m which [ lived. This was gotng [0 be ““ “ of h ° u “ to the 

|t*d a lithe glimmer of hope. Then the T *' tahl “*“"«• ' 

Gnmtam soldiers raised their guns taking atm in our ,■ p 'opare to fire. ' The 

edshoo^r r r n “ d “ us - T> " na — d 

d«h for freedom! Iranawayl IfeltatJL Simuitaneousiy I snapped, I made a 
flo«„g down the Side of my face on ,o my nil”^ 0 " ” ^ left ^ * we, w^ 

^ to dm second £ Z Ztod ™“ 7e * d °° r Up * °f 

behind a double wail Two Germans came in after me. n “° tlW hidin « P lace 

wmdow i had and another ran m throughout Z ?„ **** the *™ 

TT* Cmma *“ d ™de it into Urn house Th« i ^ ^ ^ ““ 

German «y "I shot the deal- A German i, j r ' ^ 1 heard a Shot and then a 

hesitation iriiled that pen0lL 0Und Wlneone » <h* house and without 

^ with my fame, I sat there on my back 

down the left side of my face u T* ^ ““** was pouring 

mybody. ^ My car fiSed wnh blood. Blood w« pouring down ZvJ 

fton my spnnt for life my Inert was no.,^- c_ . ^ 

Z?* «d contracting aa fas, „ i, eoidd "TT 

™o« poured ou, horn evmyruAc. of my bldy ^ B “ da ‘ rf 

oouMteUb«cmu...,fc!ZIZ*l^ b ” W ^^ bml ^* fa ° mille,re «- I 

lenow how badly I hid been wounded^ This wo^d^e^ bura0| f * bot iron. Ididno, 
wu bleeding to dotth. ir0U5 «i the worn presumptions. I thought I 

my arms, my leg* Th^l^ZdZZZt —IT M * ,myt ” C<my mno ’ 

the flukUtq coet th«i> TTT i reiuI& ^ r with the blood and Spread 

press together Aa I exhaled With every inhaiadtra my body would 

“ dl "™^thesdckyand 

u«tt breath. Throughout ail thia I hTT ^ ^ ^ ^ t ° 8 “ te **“» ^ t ‘ M 

lifled up ^ZhifthZ!ZZi T1 “ ych, ^ dupiTO1 theroomIwu hiding above, 
W« ^ touid tei! by their footsteps where they 

After some tune of teaching i heard an officer call the soidiaa 



back. They did not do such a good job thank G-w tv 

SWrtca Of the Germane. They probably could hav.?“ T ^ thoroug1 ’ 
figured it waa only a matter of time unui ^ wo °™ “ ‘ f ****** w “'*- 
continue their raid throughout the rest of the hotter T1leyw “ t, ° 

•he fact that me, lot, one prrsoner and had “ ««pt 

wane any further time on me The soldiers all ban m ° n ^ “ouih not want to 
Mold not believe that 1 had gotten away. a. down **“ their boots. I 

I had made my escape, but not without anj^unea^Tdid” 8 °"' ' *' 

W aaeioon “ my wound before now I SnZT ** 


wund resonating from them. I though, ontofchTTJ^^^“* '““ 1 ““** 

the guns, cm through the air and rinsed into ^ ofl “ d,mui,d urtwas spit out of 
~°°ds a* wm mum. man » more than ten 

mowed down juat laying on the ground litieaa. ' ti0 “ Bfat ° f eV *’' 0 ” 

token in so short of a time. I knew r caulA k w “*dover. So many lives were 

haath right then and there. I could have been dead. t^T" 1 eaM :h ”« b< “ *hot to 
mind very often. I shook and tremor®.* • ™* *** * thought that crossed ray 

It seemed so unbelievable 

tad taught how to live can be e^ed it inv Y*n ud yeui to be nurtured 

abietoseeibembyiookinflthrTx.t^th v, “ ^ on the other side of my house. Iwu 
people wi»h^be«tikm our of then-ho. ° ftharoo£ Thero *** vaotha group of 

did not pay me* attention to thii,«le« not ^ 1 

CttmanofflornheadiMtHi.^ ^ 001 ^ tw *5 r • About that time one of the 

< i u iveredtthiawordL Since I 0ut 111 onie ' m “o** voice. I 

But then I remembered the cxytmi b*b^!Z 1 ^ ™ ^ ^ *“d 

I realized what 

UjjZrJ^T ®v®o i^fore the German soldier* had reacted to hia orders, 
niotter and her iittle baby iikTajnwm *°^ ers inanediateiy honed in on the 

Wve. WhhindiflfbenceandthedMrfK/^^* ° ni ^ >erSOnWtl0hl ^^ U,tdi,tUri>fti tbCC 

deadly swiftness of a hawk snatching up a field mouse 
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they npped the baby out of its moihor'jannj. Sheataned 

” sb V b «k- The men began to walk away N cr >" n 8 “a pleading beggmg f or 

th * ra “ Stabbed on to the leg, of the aoUierl ° U '"" she ™ 

pulled and Rigged trying to stop him. ^ 

soldiera ,uat locked Jter away and slammed t, “ y °"' C0Uld do ' Th' other 

W “ Kta °f an « splitting wooT *? ^ ** " d ° f > "*«• I* 

^ 5he * d « -e. the only ^b^bl^ “ b “’ 0d ' ™* d ' d 

f ,h “ wom “ « would have been expecteH,* c *** ^ <*"»«« did no. 
plan. The officer motioned with a waving of hie hJd ^ *“* “ **" sidter ’ more cruel 
soldier, picked the mother up by d^Zl ^ ‘ DOd ° f heel. Two of the 

- handed the baby to th. officer C^r^ ^ "* “ ldi " b -gh, 

Pf <he baby. He rented the baby agamat Wa ZTt ^ ^ botfl ^3 and took hoid 
He then moved hia right am down and w™ w ' mp,wd bo,h “ound the baby 

■hen puded .way hrs ^ ^ f ~ * 

overhaul. The baby wm left T ^ baby fdi backward bed, 

officer dangling and fiicais head fi* • P“ d * do ^ b V ^ f« w the handa of the 

the baby acro^^ ^'‘“^-nand 

back the other w«y. Without any hohation h* ** *“* ,na “** the baby 

Tlrai S*“ 

mother and other people who were areunri tht« "* offthe 

™* wu juaa on. of m.™, . . *«* «nd wraiesied thia event. 

the Gemma left thu area and went on tT where •h" heppened. Eventually ail 

^ ^hem wa. any time :tv. tb^L 

Iwould dam leave my hiding place, rfy,), PQinumtnne. Thtawia the only tune 
my hiding piece and go ouxade. I cricked « "U ever going to be to leeve 

o«wled oueof th, cZZ ° f ’** ■“ <*'**» blood aw* and 

“beeteiti. I miked out of the back dJ2 down 6001 **“ «>d crept down 

wiUcwev r eieined from ... to *’ “ d ^ eomr <* <b* houae to the 
■ touch U^n^^^TlT^ bad been hTedwttb 

«iy the bodie. of the people. I noticed right 

Hoed up agamat The bodie. w-. _.°° W * r0W ofcorp “* •‘“"S <be wall I had been 

® C(iaam P^S"- I looked at thia deaecnnon of human 



1 aw th « huliet hole ridden bodies of the,, , 

Sowed off lie bodies hie a stream down , “ ° f W °°- which 

Sniund below. The concrete wail I had on ™" W ° a ■*« »f blood on the 
a dark red with dried blood. m fronI of was now splattered 

“* Wi ‘ ,ed offl to toZLaZ Cuodd* n 1 PiClCe “ Up * 6om *• pound 
clothes. I found them still UyiTJ^had^”" ^ ‘ 1 '* ’«» seamh for £ 

on and ran back into the house to where I wut^ 1 '"’ ^ "**" my cloth “ 

~ 2 [ ■* -* 
“-h.de I did no. wamtoulte any chances. th “ 8 ^ ">>7 quiet 

Monday, 

unce die day ofthe raid T *" ** 1 ** « ™ved 

hiding, just sming son, uakim;nn ““h 1 ■»« ake any more of this 

h*d to get out of my hiding place no manw d^TL,**! ^ ” UOTbl ' IdeddedI 

it w„ totally darhmthe^3^T" kf0r,Dm0f00d 

“■roihng for anything edible that may be otdo^Mda ^ “® anything. I™ 

wntdd have been. I stined thdnJX ^ ,^“^ h ° Wro,, ' nI, ™wi, 
WMtt^caudou^ia.aouebJ^Z^. 1 ^downimodmIthchen. I 

“ a circular motion into the spac, ■l |T|| 1 my i 0 ® 1 and constandy pawmg out 

otnyh* hurt myself or make a noise Mostly thou ‘“™^“ w » ik h'to.uythmg,nd 

tnything I cmdd use 16^,v.„ T) . n .^^ 8hw * nUdl ° ,nlk °“tetdidno. lm ss 

op«cd de cupboard ^ “* *«< we had , 

snail metal bon. It had some weutte to * 5WV °' M f hand hit something like a 

wnatheUaunledkiadahousT^bbed'd "T******«»init Itemized* 
l*^^««*Iooyldnni«Jtah^^^‘^“‘ 0p ^ , ‘*topi Itwaa 

h> there off due, taatad my fin,* t sens^^b, 1 *** “*****' “ aroond 

s“8»- I started to eat the stuar which w. ^ sweet taste Itwaa 

my nuaith out and btmad my throat ^^. Mttiaba m «*u*. Aalaat. 
snsnethmg to drink. I ffandollv n.n^ m<aaely «*«» I needed to find 

de “ *>■* a* oth- kitchen nateri^ 7^““? “^bucket, of w«er to 
it lad been fitting there samZlTu “ dl * bucket of Iknnwthat 

“Sty Stench how old anddta^ ^ Ie ™id dnfinitelytell from the 

^ The smeU of rotten potttoa enunated 



from the bucket, tt had probably h«n, ^ 

P^mmd.othi. rhadno.Jg^ Ic Jd 

zzzrz 

drinlang^bZ" 0 ^ ^ *« ^ S^T " - 

8 tiut bacteria infested wuer. preyed 1 w « going to 

Wednesday, 

I«novertotbahoua«nf.«. L toufl y devastated. 

^ there any long*, j, ***** whom * wu dose with. Itwasenmtv w«k~ 

^oaey-vlT' Germans had either killed or “* M « a P*y. Nobody 

searrW^^ ^ 1 Wcm through the house and tK^, U ^ * w «y t^u fiumjy aJong with 
*®* rc ^ n 8 for any stored food. I was nor fW;„^ ^ ^ ^ bia * iaei »- I was 

1 rmanbeni tint bedolly iJJ of ™° my had - 

° Ip ^iVttepl«^adpui~^ IW “““<>««>(»«. hiding 
®^" t ^Pdadituplnoticadh^u-v,,^ [ “» one hug. «,*. I recited down 

— 

COM . To^n gn^ ^ b JZZZ * haKired ““ SO,d *^'0 

1** . «*, of ® ““ «* d dota. 

h * v *««ft»^ftr« 101 , Ito8ta “">)«tf<i« t hU money could 

'«* HownJZi«-tmnedto 
“xt oSat uiced quetdonl Food! Foodl *" ““ ““ “P 0 ™*- ““»*ry 

ItWupUaaofcofgoldcoii,. .aJ^“P**®* ttan gold it*fl 
lhould «- ^^b^wnhJ^^J-^^^^dhovecmy 

wu^stnodorfov.,. I aeggered out of 
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^ hoiiw ttmggiing with the weight of .he Bold r u 

80to,do«, uu i lafepljce ' S 1 could not cany tha lir so j deciaed (Q 

pUc* during ^ “ "" S'" 10 which Ihad usm bef 

t ^ — " 5 T* 

r—■= 

' mhaVDm «*»d wedtri I 

"^■Sf-Wid? Iwouidno^^^J^ 0U “ 180 “““»>«*« and buy 

bang caught by the Gennana. I wuZ ”* l “ vei10 ™>"y 

I knew few, „ ““Stvetam'ta.moneytohidome? 

d0the ” n “^ I ^<=ouUrr^^“ l0 ° i ° t ^ cr P^pic had tried to 

ZZZT wouldhw ^— JZEZStz * ffl 

corncs fy th«t I had mors tnd would h*v* A,n W * U * 1 ^ 0n or ^^unied 

b ® en failed for no mom thin mmeyind mODB * f Peoptebnd 

E*"** ofgm* ^ **■ ^eovBwhefanng 

^ W-B-d-n-. 

»^ti« lTO ^ ttbo ^ Iwu 

tomeinywxjr. I ifid not even w«m or '^“WlkaUMimoMy wuofnoui. 

^ n ^*»«ohdlttori» G _^/^“^^»^^monoy? Better 

^Utoguangp^^^^ ^® Iduol P e ^*fllh«ggidotBmtltediiin*tidriit 

*W*W 


**«**» befcnt I then had a fe*w , ^ ^ ^ °ftha supplies that had 

^^w^be^during^^ ^ “ to ^P‘“*«<*i™u M hl.t<> 
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I crawled in through the boards and false wali , h 
JU ” attag igamj, the wail. There had been fcuneen on T Kgi “ P* 0 ^ 

r" soM **** —«h^ 5 Ibr ZT y “ 1 fi8urtd 

I had not seen my faihar «i nra .u . 1 ^ ^yone. 

l “ PP ' nedM ^ f^aotlcnow^^^^T^ ' oot *>- 

wmetningeile. I «,hoprng^“<—p. A.Germane„ r 

«~Tw^:r pe r 8oms to b ° ■» «-■ «* 

'"“Wwydo™upline. Irew.^ltTr 6 fp '° ple - 

. Md he * d le *™S down. I crouched do™ beude thii* 8 * out ’ badc touched over 

^"■■d-gplmrebefcreitad. In u ttcon ^~~^ n "* llV ‘ l He uniat have made it into 
ta WMte«ud m . ^ tto * wuaD '«y for enheruato have 

"Dadi- laid. 

^» wrekand emuaared. I realized 
5UKeMn » FonunaudvlZ r!_ ""***■ My fiuher wu ra need of 

"“"■f "** f **reiaed our poemon in our 

from the round up. W.™re^^^™^ r ^ wt ^'™»«em^odc 

le *ve. Th *Hwrtnm _ _ pi^cota go. But tint was a reason to 

exten * a 

COQ ^ °o iUj m the ghetto*. . _ “V pnsonera alive m the ghettos. Therefore we 

returned to kfflafl of uawfcotWk ^ ^ ami ^ 0 ftmeiintil theGennans 
—* 01110ni 7 othre option wei to move into the 

w. vofl haree beure chuJ^J^ ^^7“ ce “ ** “ “* *“• 

wamtodieherei* wlmto 5<* wywheret’ And then declared to my surprise "I 



. - ~ * 1 - * ^ Mout „ , 

"*"r*~*~*m. .^rczr— we would not le«v th 

"“*»gte.0 other ^"°' *° u< “ <«* to pramjM *£ «*• 

zrzi: rr 1 «- set? ^ ■» £zt 

Ch “« • ~™ve. r;~--te^ 7 ;° 8 "* «* 

, [ >- -i «i». ngta ^.tr *■ *««-». *do ' wMtRi *■* 

one fast tim* f 0 _ q ^ the hiding piece, nrrt ^ _i 

leoving ngto nowf^thTt” "* 1 '“■» *’«* «d to *7t7 Ch “ ked 
IlUdtopicfc ° Setta ' “““'"yfeher-w.a, 

qwcic But it wu 16011/11001 ^them too Iona h^ST' 1 ^ wepeua ®oved 

^ ^ oT; 777 ^ ^ ^ 231,1 "" " 

tocwvmv^. ^ dxrBC ^ofthewood* m “* m ™ 1 

“ issS?■*' b ~'“■—'~ 

««»« ^“^rzz^ 



I then went out hunting for some desperately needed food n 
*CTOU , ana ! up m ^ ^ ^ . a l came 

"* t0 ° aailUr. It n, the scent of cook* ' tllmS *“ wa now 

ttld found a large pot. I look* in a* nQnced jt the blcJc of ^ bouse 

no more than cover* the bottom of the D n, I '* bit of ““P which 
better a* wonderful was that it waaauli wsn _ 1 Br “ t 1:1:1 “a "hat made „ even 

w« fte^ cook* a* w™ t. w u eveo rarer ^ d '° ^ bm wh “ 
v ®y appreciative. I * down bea.de the not. I J^ U \ 5P ^' r “° fWhichIw “ 

“tto a pouch I always cam* with me far v * “ P ^ pot “ Q ' 5 *dd Put them 

mouth a* sweliow* tha wonderful nectar l!Z*T ^ 1 “*“* ,he P« <° my 
for a moment. I then return* to mv huh ** P °' d0Wn * Bd di 8«trd my meal 

land* b^k™ IZT *"= lb —“ ^ecmb.e find, 

front theponhon I h*«£“ T**“ ‘ h ” <- ™ ™v* 
finds of toogj*. gurea 1 could cheer my father up with the 

—■X 

aotuai cook* pootoea. W. Z ao ** P°“oea 'tookDad, 

"I don't want to eat themi* • 

no. w^ZHT^hT™ Ito'JZ'° m '”** *** *** *“*"V““ ** 

1 m7JL1^ VnUaa3 ' ^myathertooiiy confiZ 

"T am aba* they might not have been cook* Kosher" 

-J .When you 

non-Koahar a* tharetora nfishihit.l^a** 1 ™^^ My falhefs remaai to ear this’maybe- 

father's row- , Hnwa.ZZ^^ W “ lkOCtel8t0 “' B “* 1 tmdernood nty 

“bon- Evan at the mn ^ ma n*&w nan who was conscioui °f mrervrhine 

^ th* n* m ^ ‘ ^ “ h “'“P-? “ 1 "‘‘P “ ^>0 

•fro^meatan^Z^ ^"^^"™ T,mfer «ooeis 

p~y "7 —»—**■ I 

fie over tt. after.. I dufart let him eat any more. Iknewthatif 

*t»«tere«tmg nothing for so long that he could over eat and die. But! had that 
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,o ,ngKt s ° rac 

r « - - ~«tr ■- -■ * 

:; u r.i:r--- 4rs izzr* - ™ - -— 

“*' n ° tt “‘*»nanwh^f Tuuc **Z£ZgZZ m °" 8 “' 

"otic* us. We were » S ° Ver his "“** white they w , J My father 

-* ^ M ; ;zz° f " apn j “ d °“ '™ZZZT"\ ™ 5 • 

he was some what famiK • 1 stared at «*u» man and he at us. vr * QmaJceout each 
10 ^ for csnste ^ - ^. V ,8Ut fisuie °f ^ msn a* v ^[ ““““ “ * 

r;^ ■* «- .25£r ^ waito ~tT ded 

®y ere old acouamranr-*. , lr ^ ecog^uied each other r> *. 

***** Sreetingj. ' ^e met m ^ ^ Qf ^ ^ ^ « 

^ man asked 

% &th«r «* -w, m *° a * ! ' 

He replied "Don't an badc t0 Sobibor - * 

We dent know we rfn«v °° P ^ CC ' *** dosc to our village and n 

. ^e don’t see, we don't heir* a a * eand n ° one will find you 

8*veyousomel- w» r-u - . near Aod tf our fann»e. i_ . ’ 

W * fe * «if these people werr u rarmen **«*.any food they will 

^“Poop,* So»„ dtodid , 0 P r'**^«l ^werah™” 

"*»£*«*,*+ **^0 tfaamoas *vice and decided t0 stay around the 

SS^SSHSH 

noticed us. w« both ““rog about the woods, w. ♦*, ^^^ ,spotled 

thm , e ® othr «* i «®dthattfwew^.. He then stopped and 

1,3,1 up sod jtaned taildng. y ““ “““““s bough, fish Son, him. We 

'^*^ ! w ,b ^r^r* 7 ' ' d “ ikBL 

' Heungtai ^ ™*p^i , »r u ^^ dsuymtto ^- 
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'Howlo„g hsveyoubB!ninthisarei? _ 

^ome time now.'* 

"Areyou alone?" Tasked 

f ^ m HZ^ ,ni,oftwh ”" Wnora “ dptohijhiy *-«. 

•2- We^ ag8ra0nV " 
ho “ ,d “ ”° PPed “ — tad. and we !ad - L 

May of 1943 , 

Of—Jr eoJZZ' tJZZL rr for “™ g w “ * -ta- 

w . utiUzed iman^ when Zta&aaiscZ 811001 ^Pcnence through trial and 
~ ° f OPTO “”- ^7^12"“" ^^^our.aedce 

tattoev^^ w. m J-Z? T Gmm w ° uM -<°comerihre,.„w „_..... 

oov* Of“* 1 « «•» around tLJL 

During the day ume 

d *>tay caugh.ua. ^ “«ronghme, the lurking Gwmans would have 
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During the night we coUected our food vw , u , 

were hiding m th e woods ^ Ifift ' ° f the tanner* around us knew w e 

^ beurs.barfcy and hour. .found 

icnully harvested ^ from ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ our potatoes. Sonteuntes we 

s - r^rrrrr -—- -—- 

r d n0 ‘ ^ ^«y were da, SOT J“l "“** fr °"> ta-e who 

32 ,f ^ ta ” ° fo -*—* m l Ltrz,t r jr d ^ nad us «*■ «• 

taken anytinng or been there at ail. to make* seem as if we had not 

bread - ^oshy we consumed 

”7™“ We rHratal ‘° our shelter m ** **" ‘ “Sin of for agra8 for 

bU5t,M 10 ourselves. Durim, the Z7 ° m ^ sntuttd underneath 

we made a fire and cooked ^ "* ** "* "^"ment was safe enough 

1021205 ngfat in the middle of the woods instead f 8PaMoverwe ^nizlly made 

woods instead of just eatmg bread. 

JuHMof1943, 
hble to find 

the same pl.ee fcr too long of ^^^' Gotuiu ' W « could never be in 

went into the village. Wwuheremuedhet^^^"^ 

Hd r eponedth M . T W^ 0 ^^“ ,niC, ' h0hadr “ d “' h = 

other and comb through the woods to hunt f "* S 0 ®*» Mod one next to the 

because of the threat the Gmmans posed. 

^^tontovehis^J^^T^^*^"- 
knn with alot ofland and three bielajiet 0 he ured to fish. It was a tug, 

fuodahdetmdetheGermma. TO, ™ TT ^ ^ b * 

provide the two necessary demem, Munded ldeii - He was going to be able to 

It seemed like the 

t° * ufc hideout w. planned to move Closer 

-nmer months the^^LT^ “”** “* “~ of PoUnd. rating 
^tosne^ to ^ tafi ^ 0 J^^*^“^“^tye. Wewouldb. 

° fEftw ^^«d,.tuch r T‘ 

ywce. inerewaano way they would 
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hunt tor us m this ar M ru 

Wew «e drenched J he si °« °P«ed up M d staned to run r, " b "„g »the 

™■;,™»«—* ■C’.f™ „ „ „ 

=2=s; 

Mother. After h„„„ „ , m “ l ^^yenofoor deeded „«■ , ttau “ 

™hed >«T ^ ^ “ ^ *** » tong j, ckTh *"* W " h « 

aenea *Wty with the water, naming ^ U ^ *>«ng soaked in acid Qiirilr* 

our skin bte»m- ine ram did not stop. * uurskm 

- ■ “ 

«>*«■ u «, ^ p,n,de5 ' ™—— 

” rem ''««W=ondmon I . The wnTn ^ dlm *3cd free .here 

However 

-ve wnho« fMr w ^ nrhbed together. Weco*d„ ot 

r "**^ Afterab^ 1 tl 0 ^ l,P ‘ WDUn d» di >l«‘iH8. Ourrkh, 
fimcn °n*liiio«inona»Jiy. **“ reached a point thn we were able to 

•**•"*■ In lhs begionmgboth wm^Lv«d * COml * ,ion “ **“ “odftion of our ildn 

Then the 

"tawup^he^ ,T * IO °“ “ d r ' s ® m hl*nce ,o 

”*Por>tion of the weter. AcheppTe^^^^^"-* 

pmdd fellows fro m die nurnve expense during 
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- '-SST ^ " 0m [he *T a. tnuct, hea<m s b0Ih reruraM 

sSE5^=:=:- 

™r 1 W “ W>iidns ^°"S a moon lit rou b '’‘ 8 “ " 0Und tw » o’clock in the 

nofeel° hde DU ‘ “ theryc ' 1 about a halfofT 'i'''*' 18 '' Whdre 1 fo “ d »me 
j, a s^oup of three people walking along the ' 4w > y from the village when 1 

* -me Du shea Wthe ^ ‘ T «“>«« ^ 

up to the pan of the road beside met ^"alted there hiding until they 

^ a woman and a child. Thevloot^ these people. It appeared to he , 

■bought to myself that this mg ht be the & ° m Wh " 1 “Kid see t then 

months sno t pl „ up * am «* ^ ^ 1 — wnh fo r those 

i^r b “ nmtafro » h «“o*ann ^ 

8a ,tee poopie's sttenhon snd find 0l nT h ' ^ myg '“ “«”« and deeded to 

Hh'bot than screaming out swords. Hadme Po°P ' “>» non-conspicuoua 

knew,,. ^t, ^ “ d 'hat i 

■sooted- twhisdeds firt, nans sod 1 ™*M see a r^onse, if no, h would be 

they turned around. I whistW > “»hd nme and 

■^atlodbadeU*r <*i hvtlthtat l 

'-tdwzsedn-l than Z7 1 our of the bushes snd we met up ^ 

P^ace where you won going?” ^ ^ you ^ ^ happened ,□ ,h. 

He told me about hit experiences. ■Canp-.-i. 

11 8« to the pod* tbatthi. *■“ polling that are. herd* and 

“theaian^^^^^^^oustoiniabit Ofcer eso^tee, who lived 

■°o dsngertau to hve them So w, ™?TT^ — 

•ft u « aood ,ook “8 for a safer area.- 

« the rye fields.- ^ ' ^^o* °o bank with me. My father and I have a spot 

■Ycattie- Iaa^^^^*^ tOSmieidl0theri 8«a- Wtahtdtl- 
»^.o out hole wffich tny^X'^'™-- "One* whh me that 
utetc now a group of fiye again. Zad i r' m rZr!!? iTO,t0, “'* d,oli " 1 S> i - We 
food in the villages like we had b^te^J 1 “* “S«h«r tor 
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Even around here the r;„ miJt 

^7™ rtiat,onshj p h— cil* Jew ' sh person to the g*™*. 

^ ne night Zaeiig went out to a &m!i G * rma ns and these farmers. 

a5SUxn *d definitely he ha/4 u °P e - ^he day after that k» a-a 

us. Later rh„ had been «ught and killed rr k A d 001 retu ™- 

—-1 sri-. :::r 3 -* - 

^ Bh °'^«. A wt T e * thrDush ^ «■« r 

te ""UW>» «hle to hone^oo^7' Hewu *^vel I whistled backto 

*---*• 

■I«» M «B, «™V ft. w iMtf* 

™‘ndto.«wh« ^' om e Genr^n taidiers around there tstived 

^ u, UX^Z 1 ^ ^ hd P *™ 

r?; 1 *" 1 ^w TOuptotiiian ^^ w '' v «u>tM J ga» ra l OTabutnot 
2'7" q ^‘ bo «<»P®««.a nJuld 

T^'^toeadiTLfa,!^ 

three C 1 ^^ nWUn ° ,WOTk ^ ^ Germans wJZd 

we woe all together again. * *“ wtmt ° “«P <iw 


July of1943, 



- - ta - - - - - - ; 

One dav whti* r,« ® 

w»ni , ^ aM ^ or »n the Russian Armv w y ° eex P®aed in the military 

nr--— 

fight a ?lmst th _ y ' * =h«« ,11. w , ° ha “' B >=«u« of 

M«n« the opposing forces rt « were barely able to enoaop ,« , 

fw ^ n >^*orunaw«yb ll t I ^„ 

Ui rny murdered soldiers. alive m the 

s^ttass&sr-sr 

f-M zzzrz^«zzzz,r up - 

Th„ L ** Gwnians left ail of the deni hnH- • ^“ wrdered soldiers, r 

^"ght they stayed in the fa ' ^ hodiesm to rot 

Z**'™ “ f00<1 ' a* I C^,“ d r '’°’“ i ^ PUksU « hv helping 

“"’“•““Shtlong. I wu hepf^^^*!! * U ^ hidda in the bloody mui of my 

asieep X knew tt wu tan®. I cranrf^ * ‘ mn S. when I wu sure all the soldiers were 
^7”*^*™^ Ia^ ei ^“ b0tt0 "^Pfi.«n, i p«i ( ed 0ut 

1 ™ «o tia &« ™ rea ° f 7«y on, lwjr 

aaswere «L r asked her rbr ** W " ^ knocked °n the door anH a u/n 

«.-• , ™ tor some heta r,.uL , °° r ™ * woman 

rae m. r aw. ^P- 1 told her whit had rust . 

WB * greeted with open anm. r M *“ppeaed to me. She let 

* tol d her more of my snmnrm , ** down «the table and started 

7*7ow wwto|udloith ^^^>h.t=ldmehert. It tonad <*, m ^ 
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^ unmeoiateiv said'Yes'' tw« „ 

our needs t0 coup(e tQgetaer ne l2Z7~ r£ilUOnS “ P f ° r “■ '« 

w ' both also had founo dcp lv „ JT“ P * r ° Und the “0 I w M 
together since that day. Eventually I heaJl ” “"’Pan.onsh.p, We havs been 

-- ^ , 5 how , came [^ZZ “"» -0 wen, * in 

. «anmctedthl.story- I l^T n “ y ° U " 

-» h, r ."r::r:r.:,r ■ - 

August Of 1943 , 

S^up. r hunted for a fewTjTa^ “ * V, “ aSe ,0 ^ food for the 

1 ^e fanner gathered^!^ *“ *“* <“* ««y been 
*« Soli I realized I was „ 0 , 801ng “ maze iTl™^ ’““«>* across 

"P “> one of the large m.- ^ ,. “ th * ^P 'bat day. I deeded to 

laid down and went to sleep. ^ l-mped atop a pde of hay, shaped a little bed, 

Wule I svas sleeping I had a dream r- 

«4me. She said to me “The field is ^ ^d abo was in a place 

” aK ™nnn 8 andIdidasst«hadurg^^J WIy ' 1 “P-« around due. 
•hewotsda After l did all this [ wanted to hud ou^I ‘ "* 5 *“ Pm8 “ ‘ he «" ° f 
Wtteh and set what rf anything ^ “ “ « »» «* or not I wz.ed to 

^«n°on. Anuzmgiy, around one In the aiteZT ' W,Ited ^ mt ° the 

“"Pugh the field. Ifl had staved thee. wme Germans came searching 

I made it back 

Aug,ist of 1943, 

TWr ^ e ^ W ^ tW0e «ap««- 

“Sobibor. They w« victims of tbelna^' ^ "“Sbbon fiorn b«ik 

1S «- T*r bad managed to °f the vdiagea blck m October of 

Ti, ate of their 

about the dangtra they had _^ «-d children had all been tilled. Tbeytoldua 

outran. ^^''“““^““‘batdzyy*",^^ 



iu - ^™ToL°y iet voi -c:r:;i; ^^ *■» «. our 

Al '««w. were J We Wer ' f °‘«u to work J""** " " d We « no, 

7“ 10 M a( ,2 y ' hm Woi hays ago t^ 7 V '* ' br ,he ^ 

"•* ™» ou, of .he ‘ ' \' pn “"« in the , nare T, ^ ,s «*■ *. Germans 

b «*«n 500 to 000 J tW!n P 4 fr °™ the murdereT^ ' “* S ° me «*><« were 

7 !r 7 ieww ^ ««<,«.. M,of,h —<■ 

w «n« through to survive the ra.d ghetto - I u, 

“otshei then told me abo 77* Sh en o. “ »U them of what we 

«** a„, „ JZ ^* y utrpnreo that ° f ailttni 

there no, enough of th “ ““ G ™^t deci<ied Were “* G«nua 

c,ctr ghettos. Two SL emt0d0 ' he ) 0 » » titty hi-a ' OC,ar Canute ghettos 
OUttide - ‘ thn out ofrawT^ 11 * ^ Up *° *ny hous!7 One 77 ^ tJlln i a,u t° invade and 

"■■hes^und. He footer stayed 

WU ^5^8 on the g^ “ P to foot potnung th.^ “** ™ dow " 

^™up‘looked' town “- WMel 

chased^ rW out «f the h^uTeT^”' In “ dhd P' My rifle has 

*- - nC^T °“'‘^ <* * JSir*- ^ ^ ickrainiana 

«‘^«*tre^L E ™y“*- 

^soidMnrctumednT^ ^ Genn *« ies out those riaJ^ * J ** oin * thai 
bVW ' ^'«^i^^ n8MU ^^'unamgjn.o^t Soiro ““%, 

r*-*--** 

^ ct ’ •• would.* ^^Wn our group?- I.** ' 

ofttve, ' ^ —hide^ttoth.^ Weww 

We Wef « now a group 


S******* of 19< 3t 



One night we w?nr 

^ ^ 

th you ve,y much „. w "■ "° U " d «*«« 

' aSylUm ° f ° Ur Wdi " S Pli “ «'-!!'t‘ r “ away ^ - ta, and blcic to 

^^ afl94) 

Ofteday I ^ 

*■• <£ zzzr* be “*■ ^-"rsr wm *■ ^ 

crawli "- ^ 0 fw l? 2 “ ,n 6n ’“ r -y-'y :* 

“* in Hebrew -fc *“■ ^ ^ , * b ' 8 ^ *» ' tad to 

wyfcody here,. ^ 0dy ,n taw r did not h 1 ™ ao a “Italmg sound 

Wejre > group of two n, peo ’ lle ™ncrtd weayy -y_ „.. 

tha ” ••'»—«. «fc. r - — h «. 

.^"“•fcOtamMnk*. 0 "-V **>11 ran, 

Ch *«n... Mdcer - tt,. 

" Y « Onnn^^™^^. 

taiur, and rny »„ I mid lln> «gn t)ut w were diiid 

1 “W with them f n , ci “ ldrB a who had been 

3011 sttywith ov im. 0r t few days. I asked "Woniw 

' No ’ t ta^W iaU “ WOOd,? " ^ “ l “ ,0C0, “ ^ ww,,» 

•Otay, timn i win * ^ l«ve ■ 

"All right S JL 

Se ® you soon.- 
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'Good bye, Chaim. ‘ 

Good bye. 11 I returned back to mv 

* t0 ra ? S^up m the woods. 

March of 1 944 , 

' «■ getting by And you?" 

o-e day^r *"*' ^ °" "* "I** ' 

■Zy\r m ^y^ ^a remy :l u IfaWWOf ' t - 1 f °“"d dan, 

"Yes." 

Yhcy have lived 1 _ 

"*** TJlerc d^ve never been any 

senousnuner. I have thouobt 1 ^ ^ w oaaa u now pregnant. Thui. ** 

KS do . now *■ c ;j d *L 

ASSESS 

r £?r" - -«■<*»*» ovZzltl 1 ^ i ™ unt ° f - 

"* wp *- «*Sj 5T: t trrr wn “°““ 

- *> - 0Wn «°*‘ W die baby, Z£* 

^™*k you very macdl■ 

for us." **** l °° for b€ ® s 40 J y»npathetic towards us. Iknowwh 

1 know whit you are risking 

oore I go | would like tn 

ddi and evtrcooin back." m50 ^^“ hoUf «meincaa.£ Jurvi v, ll il 

"Whttisity 
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^ 0,1 ' ,y m ° ,h=rS “ ™ SS “ d ^ 'Here. :hKC the |asi 

^ Wiii sa ve these far y ou - 1 

* I 'h*nic you. Now [ wiil 

tadd- ^ y0 “' 1 «* ^ ^ —» » *. woods.. 

return tor your mother's jewelrv GnoH 
Goodbye!- I said. ■ ' C * rod 

— h0le - — 1 -«.^.„, 

TfeUo, Claim." They said 

rc- 

■^O" voiir new f L *“*" Pnrgnancv He h „ “ Why 

r-----sss: 

f_,. lifter talking to him £ 

il.litt, ^ BHold ^Chain, Wednn 

herer ^ , ° 80 ™ te '^«dl^e t i leb ^®^ ti0 ' ,nDIWM,t “W 

-M** we are happy nght 

■X uota^J]bL'^T’ <i0n1W *“ ,Q ‘“vei" 

U ^ Fardseeessoryonnhaw The 

We"^t^l^ *“ *• 11 MmC fDOd °“ *«. room 

“~%^rT W ”**« 
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-C; rrr rrr not *- - «•- 0 

1 "i *** ri'^r «-—*2 4r ° ur —• °* 
zz that ,here ™ je v ° ya *'»>H= 

«■ Cham, w« can no. get up ■ tJTZ ?r0Und ™‘> l « >° releaae 

U* at thu* m* of ^ £ *£-»•*and myown ^ 

Hothofhia. (leaned b^T ^ ^ So 1 bm “owt and with bmi l ™ a hand “P- 

err-- ™~ 
—.„.— 

™^‘ta 8 himav.fi«^ [lle ^ 0 “ 0fth ‘ hol «' 'H®! Picknd up Inner by ,h« 

^^'H*Pn»« W dhH^ Iwi ^r“ tond0TO ™«lw«etbackl 

=JS 5 = 

^5 b™ ££ ^rlT °^ 



to tie a rope to the waists of both ofus and lead him u u 

Prevented him the tiniest vision dunng the night F ! !1ClCM “ WhlCh ‘° tally 

dVk du ™« ^ «8l« ..meis no, totniiv dark fh^s r^'^ ““ " “ 
atmosphere which offers s tnihuscuie but enough li 2 ™° n “ d 

ThU mght blindness was due to a lack of rtumtio ^ m ° V ' ar ° U ‘ ld dUnng the m S 1 “- 
“■* bu, he didnh see anvthut, a. I T mammS - ‘ ^ »*« * was 

blindfolded, After eonsummn , T ™ ”* down and he *« virtually 

After about a month Laser a!d eT 71” ** Pr ° blem Went away 

member of our ^ *“ “ rKbV ' red “ * ^ to that of any 

1mUt '* March of 1944 , 

=^-.srs= 

then. C h3uhn9 our 80°^ to a village to seii 

the usual station 

sewed them myself out of* o wearing. They were two years old. I had cut and 

w*a a very thick and rough 

resulted^ZL 

and not just let them fen mm _ necdcd t0 “^ntain these pants for as tang as I couid 
other p‘« of S ^ ^'T**'-*™** work were ail reparred with 
basically , collage of patches '""' ' “ tr °’* lOT “- ^ P““ bad by now turned into 

perns. 

wo n eneTp!rr^^^ ,8 ^ t,nyief!> - Ewy «P I took the pern and damage 

*"* forward the^ 

arounsi, tightened and dug into it Then, as die other leg would begin to 

"ourtd the **’* ^ ^ *“ 1111118 ha?p “ 10 lhale *- “ *• material 

_U .cj- layers of slon on that leg. Thi. repeated process wore off 

ZZ^Z7 lt83 “ ^ ^ ^ bl oody. Today I couid not stand it 

“tytnore. i had to stop walking. 
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^ en f will canv you.'' «. A 

he way 10 lhe " i!ase - ** «* 

'«* "Thanjc youi" ti drop off our g 00ds 

0«v e i y fed up wth ^ ^ 1 coula do for him. 

'^Z 7 ZZ 7 ',t by,h “ ** I 

[lttd3amv P “ 0 f i Ife 

“ 6efe «- I thought rf I iu T ' P ““' “ "* h “ hut ,, W„ T~ S C0Uld WJlk 1 

■*' 1 sr- “ r ”“■ •■---~:rrr 

° *' 1 wanted to live now r w™ h ^ 1 ^ ^ wdiingiy 

T cedb “k>t>timvUl lg<lwitll bMk “ nI >’P“»MdBicfc ed ,, 

humhiahot, or 1 , wnh ^ P«ntt over my shouider ““ pldtKl them up. j 

‘wii *ZZT “ notr «d | yCite. Itwu 

^ 1 P 1 * ^ »«* onZ ZZ fa “d “d -y Pams out todty. 
from then o n i alte m,^ . rt *** 001 a*bad. ^ 

pants but 0n ^ we *nng my pants. When I walked , h „ 

out them, one wmr i Z ^ from ^ I would take them to vtila 8 e * "we 

Not weanna mv Wlnn but nxy legs ehaffed and « t. ° ^ WtiJc ^ome with 

*. ZZZZT ^ vey «*»ZZtZ : otwi ^-d^ 

April of 1944* 

member of our 

w«diA Thmxvmiaii M S^P survived that Winter Weh^ 

wth the mother. Tie mother »u w™ ^ ^ We we* most preoccupied 

^ h^« g^p of milk from th. ^ ^ «8to to^T^ 

dd^ eod some potatoes front the fields, she 



0fth ' ^- her babv the r „t 
C0Utd maa *Se before us. N'o matter how muen fo t00d 0r wh «ever w e 

*“ m *“ 1 fCh $he *** e “ ** much, not enough at ZZT ^ ^ h ° W 

Beginning of \fay 1944 

7 r “rr - - - - «, - 

-~:r,s=.rf™=--r.r:T™ 

delivery the nurse wa, shaking and ^ * C “ tUne for lhe 

baby. It was a beautiful baby boy We 001™^ Iendedu P delivering the 

^ unn S ‘be day we ail hid and the moth ”” ^ the new mother and babv 


k- 
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w '- 

hZSZ'****- Ti “-4^r osi,, " Besw “ 

srss-sssstr:*—« 

Stover our heidi. ^ *waxnp at each other. Th« a 

One of the woman 

^ te ^l=b^ slltJd ^^^” tl «8roup. Sh.^vrouaiu,^ . 
WU tijU t .. , 7 W ™B. She said to ui - T fc «4 caught ut 

cr° m ° n * “««•<»« wdo “ , ° - o 

" w ' d *°«ZZZZ? Itarto “^, 

w « lamed ^ToT’^'”"” 
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We th OUght it would be safer 

and w e did ^ d,sturnm S sports. Tley told us lha , ..-^ CMe Icrass *»"« 

"* «* cWoITwo ZZ W ' h ,hen he “ S “- 

eontusjon 0/ t, ** ““ l “°“' P n “ners of war ^ ‘ V '' 376 klll ' d and 

j£z T r fishtms - wh ° - -5 2 w r r ^ !h ' «• - *. 

^LS~r - ,o * - - 

‘ WU "■■*•* conddnm ,hr0USh °“ «■ f» 1 had been in 

inoeless and dressed uf- 

^ a r ik ”— 

voic yed Crr 

_ pwhere *«yougoina?- lunarea ««f heard a man's 

1 tUrn ®d around and said Tm i u;_ 

b ««n a Ukrainian ^looking for raycowa.- I was sfenn k 

^ ^ -qq yrL'rrrr” 3 6r “ ch * , ° n ® *«••■ 

It was a met* hall xv tbeq h* walked me to a one of the ~ _ 

n * u - w « »«t down tflo»»h—.. 1 “* “Pictures in the fidd. 

Ply mouth, chew, swallow, talk while G * ther w®* food on my spoon, put it in 

44 not bdeau, it «„ „_ “*'*““' ev ' a »what I was saying brni 

iJZZZ~*r*-~JZLL 

V^****™*^™*^^ iwuidaot 



comptajn r n f acr j 

1 ***«-»*« 

“-»b. ^ziz m my si °^^ ° f fo ° d -y 

*"* me truth. ° “ ' f '*“ — - yone l ho T* *» *- an, few, 

. 2 -issr ,e,oftt1 ^ 

I ac^ 

**■ ^™yZ*zT *° m be,ns ^rr* ~ m » 

I shortly began to conH . ’ n ^ "nations I 

£ Of t ,ike * ^ 1 'Thanic 

- 

1 Ieft the kitchen to u/^ ' 5QUt Wth * battle field. Y m . 
fighn "S. I aw aT^Ld „r* l be Major. I went ri^ 01a to *"■' 

^hea £ arrived in his i ^ 10 the man in charge and ~.r * fr ° m *“* of the 

■v*V ^ you with somethin* vouJ 

0tW man. It took "I ~orit for a anuer^ ““ *•“ *"*• 

Aa «riam^ lal h^!^“ It0t * il,B ynoty. ^e same story r told the 

teUfw ^»«Zr '^ Ip ^m'»e.Wea 1 t (rt . 

de«tyreaoha^ llwdo ^“ ;eWiJiornot So Study i aikec him"*' UUt ' <1 ' 1 could " ot 
He 517 ^*! £Z- a question I fed would 

tn »e<(u«tii»|i IItI j 1 | 1Jkj j [ ^ d ®™ n< * I **re W hi j «l C a 11 i 10 , u j k j t . 

b< «w f ctWtuu ,w '^wbelievethBhewaaj—.?^*”^' 1 ^ 

believed that if ha w*. , . tb * t “““one couid be Jenidi a 1 *** * u *P' eiou * 

ll - h —*** 



W*n he came , 0 „„ *»«« ma H ythe 

™« G ^'^ rr“ r;i ° n - ■ we *»«*», 

™ il ot «Ottmem ran thr ouol , WU H!shwj> ’ 10 Hawr My hem < 

s ““»^ 'W ejrafr ^ ™V»« «d my heiui wu *“ , ' d a 

*“«*«mnang^.r^' W '* rcfr « l ‘ t ^mcd^^T" 

^r^^^rr.r' -—- - 
SEsrir-^-rwr^- -» 

Itoldthon-ItUtnirTj 1 ^ 001 ^ believe 

^ are defeating the r ^ up ^ * Jewijh Major of the Ru • 
R ^pe^fe^^ Inala,, " HfttQld 

^ up to the ^ * Wlm P in an ujMidedown "tj^c ^ 

Gmn ^s- Took- I«-iw ar0Un <i the west effectively attemntjn fi 8Ur e tram the 

"There they^ T ^^ lhti 

nowr We then femUc<1 ^ P°Mible dangers I mew ^ tactIC110 my group. 

* *———rxs 

We all 

^ ^ *-■ 

"*®k were eating and ceieW, ^ “ ecrm 8 30(1 the death. 

^Voup. ^^^rettiiedthasomeo^ • • 

r**- 5 -s- 

w **i,w e , r , frM| . I yelled. 
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^ ea i I know vVe 

&cat the ^wnans! - 

■r^ZT y, '' M ^ 

7 1 * *• you u p io ZZ-7ZT mmg ‘ ' Vas " Md - 

■w! at !™ y0U suy * U P to? " Wi«| ul(ed 
W«« 8 om 8backhomt . 

'^^ZyZ^ZfZr. !htbE 

* were on our w*y 


* 
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™" « S X7CT 1 h * ° W «f Sobibor U» place h 

befere ^»-. ••«^p« red 7 ” 7 *-* 

•*«««* a., t ClT 85hom **"«b^IZTr 1 '"**<*«« 

'«"«*- w7"7r°” W "^ i . l 0 I7, ™" he -V « «- been 

survived. 11 *^ 7 * 6abaaail ' WB * <b« only Jewish era “ Mce the war. We sadly 

:—i w -"“ 

importantly we knew we had tn ve « througn so much. If 

•nmlttu* ^ to do so that is what 

t^ose house* dejt^^ in before the invasion of the Gamaa 

sr »tr 

""^imoit ^ w ® we noticed a Polish famifv h 

^ *«“* "* "V who,. 

79 *"raiy was gone. So they as it 


turncQ om fh(» 

Sr to our '^ s h ° u “ 

=rr^-c=-c==?=W 

w « - p—L he way ^ 

““"■^•naigm yjT‘ “ ““*«■ the *>or. n^L °'°’’' n ‘ d F ° r *>"» 
«■*«* their JTJ? f «h« «d I were hot total “*•*"“ k*** ua and 

«-r tad *« a “■ ** when **«£“""' <hey 

buk haven or * th 2* *“««* we survwed M ' wW “ “ 

“ ' V " h sul Pnse and awe Z“? ^ ^ C0Uld « hdieS ^ ^ COme 

thCTto ^- Thia duhehef !hty “ V * «“*Vedr , ^^^aa 

"«r ownaSST“ ™ - SS T “* 

W «*W huha aTl Ta lind - ' hat We 

s ‘ nI Pty moved in with t h 01 «»aly claim the houaa u r , 

^-Utno^S ' WUdandt 

Ttoy of course wer* ** *° tro ® c sharia S what was mv JT^ m ° ne ^ We 

,ta "-— "*<y wi * h * mt **•'io.°urhoua .£ & "^' 

IthenwJTT ^ orw ««kl‘i°. ^ wth ,h ™ But 

dli ^ ^ took baT^ “ 8i ^ ^ ^ b «» siva mv 

vegetable*. \y ^Cows. There was also a garden frn ^ ^ Crennans. I 

W® made home made food. We *** ***'** Wok our 

btdSS 81 ^*™ 0 ' 0 ^^^ 

^ «* not that bad either WediH , nopfob,<n »- Things were not 

Wedjd not look for luxury. 8« 

ris* wafts fato} 

Wlikin 8 through the village^^^J^ ^ 8008 ^ t0WT * *nd Wa«l and I were 

zzSSj^^zssi--* '——-i« 

order to survhm that I had testtheaMitv t ^ 5fCBl 10 become totally numb 

tt the abibty to cry. Even though I went 

SO 



throush all that I had because of people like these l soil did feel bad that someone had 


„ 1 “ nmediatety reco ^d the Priest. He was the one who I saw when I snuck into 

the church in February of 1943. 1 recalled what I heard him dictate during his sermon to 
parish as if it happened only yesterday. I told Wash what he had instructed his people 
to do. Then i suggested to Wash Tew go, I want to talk to the Priest." 

He replied "OK, I wiU do whatever you want, if you want to kill him I will kill him 
for you Whatever you warn to do." He couid do it too. But I did not want to kill him 
Wash then walked up to the Priest and the funeral procession and stopped it. I 
approached the Priest. 


I asked the Priest "Why are you all crying? What's the problem here?" 

"There is a little girl who has died." He replied. 

I said One little gui has died and you ail are crying? You are all praying and 
walking with a cross? You are praying to G-d? How long ago was it that you said -Find 
them, and catch them, and kill them?'" He was shaken! 

I warned to prove something to those people and teach them a lesson. This was 

nry turn to grim my own sermon. However I was not going to promote death and 

destruction as the Pnest had done to his people. I was going to teach them humanely, 
maturely and intelligently that what they had done and were still doing to the Jewish 

people was wrong. This was a tactic totally ignored and renounced by ail the conspirators 
during and now after the war. [ was talking with all my mind, all the yean of death, 
destruction, hiding, starving and running were now pounng out I had the chance to say 
all that 1 ever warned to and never couid without fearing for my life. 

Now I had safety and encouragement. These were j never had while I was 
in the woods. Waal enabled me the ability to have so much reassurance and confidence. I 

was so relieved. I was so proud to be with someone who couid protect and take care of 
me. 


I turned to the people of the village and demanded "How long ago was it th«t my 
noghbort idd couid have gone to the crematorium? How long ago was it that you were 
applauding when a group 350 Jewish people, inehirfmg my little sister, were driven out 
from this village? How is it that you chased my little sister, my innocent little sister who 
never did snything to anyone, out from the village and you applauded? That was not so 
long ago! What could have made you change your mind* so quickly and absolutely?" 

They wen left shaken! 

These seemingly violent and cruel people wen rendered powerless, motionless and 

lifeless by my words. They couid not do anything now. I declared to those people with ail 

• SI 



^'^fwaaa/ew, No 

z :z i b ;r ^—- ^rri^rr life -* ^ ^< 

their attend*., •*. * 813 1 ^ and wiU not be Item r will fight, 

could doT A ! r " Y0U *“«<*« nZZZ? “ y l0n8er '' 1 *- brought to 

not do tluxt I^ dldr W0Uld ^ b ‘ P^-i. r would lit “ ' W ' n ' 5 ' ° f y ° U ‘ aUed 1 
,7 [ am nQ t a Idllerf lama , WOUid “« warnto do that. [ would 

My point had definitely been fi . 

anymore, r turned and m * de 1 ^ no more to say 

^ 

ZTtoZlZllT “ d ““ '’ £,, “ V * WOrd *• "»time 1 was 

EZ ~ for - r * K “ CoTr* ’- ■* ■*a :tr * 

«t he wt, tt ZLiZZz wuvnmht ^ ZZLZZZ T ° n ,kc 

mocked, stunned and surom «4 .. , k what he uidf Ironically, I 

^ len * won home that day r toW , people who I was taiidng ra 

-IamnottXo^Z 1 His 

^“7 Iwi^youhadootdo^^tT I ‘7 Ul “ Wta,y0Udidwut00 

1 ““hi understand hi, mJ™ „ Yo »"*nght.« 
^auuoo^ UMeoei ^^^^^hodidi mt u n d«n t j a d [ h e utt E1 a ltyc 

"““h^ofhKtteua,,. ,iUmi ““»Wer. I should have saved it 

««* them here, W. don* want thL, 

neGOT “» w «‘p-»«»ho 
could no* have been became we wen th» «*** Waning u« for this? Sandy 

7 ^^fa Un eno Mm .a.,J 7 7 l ^ h * dlTOlhemo,< - »*«**-. 

Ntm had been stopped. ^ Pofiah "** murderers even when 


there, 
but 1 d 


herel 


s»d „ i^r* p«p- 


^^hadwedonei 
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5**^ mi ^ ^ of the a 0use We 

b M *« - wou,d fit in bcnsr Wkm W ' Sh0Uld 8°' My father 

set ,-r z*~ -=-:r—- - * 

,o ray rjz?j- wh zz ltj- - - ** 

5 -“=sr r- -scsr 

his family WeuZZ ““ ‘ lmV ' d in tow " »« found Zaeiie ami 

We Z; 1X110 lay low «d "0. get ourJZLT m ° V ' d m w,h *"> and 

'ZZzz “* ^- cZ zrrrr r ,ons - 

back then C “ d pini t^are and doihes E vZ T ^ sold 

r™» =*: - -s 

Seaimyfood and shelter was not Ui ' 1 “ U ' m '’ S IMb «J» - - leaned. 

»« w«e m dm IOWIL probl “> “V™re as ,t .bad been m the woods ZThat 

THonedaUacr.' 

W7 ™ «P <0 tarn and s»d t-er. What’s up, How sre 

**•*“4 "Hdlo Chaim r ^ 

Iuui-Iamfinebutidlme^, Thank Vou - Andyou?" 

went back into the woods looking tor you. bTcmIT^^ lmm ***n» 

^oo th« •«. tedmd - 

0,!rna, “«^inu O und n e. TheRnsZ ^ the me, dxnn thirty 

totdthe Riudma that I was Jewish “ **»« *• <™,. I 

^■"pomorwtahrtchugMhaZZ ^ I w» a 

fthensW^^ZaTZ^ ^" 5 ^^!^^- 

Paople had this procedure. But t^^ZT^ “* "*** *“ 0niy ^ 

<’- P- - Wd in a 
^^ttttatw soldiers with whom I was caught. Family,. Jewish 


[not 
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July onus, VtTKa ^'our^, 

!om ' °<*«r /«,* ' “ bew *'« by the RuMlatu ™ °*™“W There were , 

**£ - -» W, wth othef ~ of them w,t h 

■ w « continued on our 

H*** 6 * of 1943 , 

Although Poi^^ 

—*t£:s:r ^—- 

^^thewerTT 0 ™^ tItrQ1 *rid extremely intense 

People to inhabit rj^ “ d *“ "« * hetithy or _ 

* *. po^crr- f ° r *«*■• 

^““"“•lythUiandi- People n ° m both vertallv end 

- -* ^ ^ xx.xr wB were M ^r 

■^lolemmp^ ^^nee n«flmof*° l “ rrtbl > f «* 

'"'>“«>■« .onured V «<%couidtm,, , ' W,lh *">««, M<t 

—-*-u 

. C °"»<ue ot * [h e re wii **“*■ caused a 

Unde,in ^- fewtb “ “OiierwotM lround 

COInftl,taW e living in W ^° * urviVBd Ibe war tw^*““““ of «« tto 

in room , “ wp,ed ““ ““'raood. ' he y<ame into their 

People induhmg m-we * 8 ™ Up of “• ‘uodernrhim- *«. „■ 

*xompki» th *^^ 0ncera “l ^^m^toh^JV 0tU>naaia 

Pi*n to e * v * w « decided to H n ^ the*® people 

“T^ttaiprobtea. 10 *° something. W« 

*“*»»»«**_ bec * n « P*rtn« in » 

0p p°««- IwtuvttoJ yye * r *®ytenor. Our*™-^. 

“ oid«r ^ . ®** "** »« not v«y ^ .. "* rote *"«• sxriidngiy 

«*to»wiiti»br*un. We ^ M4 ^ rw«*ti»^°°**”«* 

Wew ^*» Active tettt. 1 *** ***• hfan of the operation 


M 



or a mlTffel' , Mple ° UI 0f Pol “ d - ™s was not a 

were cmsto do ^««. w, w OU i d b . ?^ZT,1'7 a very sev=re cnme “ d »«• 

h order for the people 1 , denam by the Gt ™" »°vemment 

,hC b ‘ e ^ be °ly orgl“ ^ “ b = “»fe andsuccesstid 
themselves, ducks, and Qpp05tng offi 0f ' ! ««nts such as the escapees 

cconiplished successfully through the twisted o 8 ' 08Kher - ™a)°h could only be 

-I**-. *. .awl oZI T~:T a ° ria ^ d l"or 

^ much plannmg and piom! ^wbreakets. 

ooota. W, .Uo bribed ^ p oUsij P B ^ *“* td acquire two large transporting 

trucldoads of retugees. For the ^ ou J*”'^'^ugh the bo der 
•untieurables- that we were gohtl ' >“ ** WOTd « to the group of 
hy word of mouth to all interested people Sm ° 88 ^ n8 people out of the country ft spread 
Pretty soon it waa widelv 

^Stundutsnucfc people £££?? *“ *« W* mat an operarion was 
“ ’ 0 " "d ■> into touch with da baToT >° «-Pc would go 

a™ -ml taw .hour «, op< ™ bf “™™« * *• underworld who hved mdu, 

‘*“ a * °f PoUnd W " b ^ Kd Ic wtsh survwori who went 

— Whenl^ie^rr P °“^adbeenhghong 
the message. W. the, „ * ^ ^8 » would be teUy* 

W. «nu^ 8^ of ^ ^ Shem of our opmanoe 

™usma*«hui e d^ predMr ^^ P “^ °*°* <he mght the* escape 
thtti drove the tntda fidl of jaapUn^Q^^j* haerded into the Urge trucks, W. 

Poland to Bettia. But then, wm„ •_*** " * i ’ lg,n a 1 ^ forty nhles horn 

Border Patrol whpeemrphcitonittsweret^k^T* 01111 ^ were Polish 

muttai ^ ^ go imo or out of dm coumry, 

P^mthao^ orthe ^ ( ^™7®^ a, « d “Prt« a They did not have much 
fee for fnadoo w,, «u^ ^ ^ W <*» °<£ The Standard 

=med dte middle of Bertie The people then 

^ acroa da botd^ wi^asZ!^^^ ^ ^ ^ 

fiB^m tool» data Where. lT^T - T1,e '* wu *8 r « d ««ndfcrJewUh 
in laid and »1 *q America. ° offlccr3went ^ re&8«s found evrauai 


as 




February of 1947, 

«“P°™8 trticjdoad. T^ITl "" ^ M * P“"er and , 
children and my partner followed in a truck fined h " S * tmclc ®*> wuh women and 

f Were * 0 PP« hy the Polin, Border Plm t W ' rMched «■ 'dse of 
°” hUMred doU « ’ H ” ^ y °“ r m ° ney " - 0^ 

Afferent- ^ “ n0t "■“»«* ‘ Hey ,atd -Tontght j, 

^Wharareyoutenoua? Wh« do you mean.- 

Z’ZZ m :: y0U “ a* our of the trnckl- 

™>™8 Of mgr “““ the We W « i anted Utem nVhat „ *, 

"No, re^i S J”f ,tou « k kOT 

tod bribed border guards such as yoursehreti" ° flth “‘ Not *°y b*T, irresponsibto, 

if they had mixacuiousfy gained som« a ° fccun ® Mldth “tomyMi£ I wondered 
country. 

by 1 ^'^* ov “«v«y 

It wen clear rh ___„ tew^ for capturtng such modem, of law breath - 

Hat meant the death potaity for ad 1 happen. 

aoddidnoMhowd. nndtt^Zr 1 ™'could not 
™«Bomgtoletiuoftwrliw,b,^d hv ““ '“P 1 * wta “ hve, were at mite. twaa 

iw “ g ° i,,g,odo 

“V w h« ewr ^ ^ed to them for ajdt a long time trying to 

the etteniioQ of the guard. tte - Y ^'^^“P°**^ I Unelly brought to 

wo. Lrt the utich with the twoaen ani jb^c ia idnin^ front one truck aa you will 

' toU * t »- Pha you wOI have the rewards win 8 iv «y™ooe^undred 

^JWhowgre^^h^hJ^^^^-tnact- 01dhn.it. 

P«W I wa. hoping and 



,racfc ^ ' 5 00 Wly ,lui ,hc second 

. 1 kn * W n - **** wer e so weak These dm ■ ■ W ^ h * Ve 10 COme ^ th us. ‘ 

thought it was. This w« such p roo f. Ihad - ? ’ mte?nty wa * Just as weak a* i 

U n q uerocniugi y moral dwire tQ dQ ^ * , £** n ^ ** Piously 

were nOl gorng to gtt ^ ^ ^ ? 0rt0 S« * rew ^ which now they 

sr—-rs-xitrrn— 

B« first I had to ensure the 

I said to my partner ‘AH right, you heard th ° P “" nscr5 Who were ^owed to escape 

H-^-Ar.you^rm 'T ^ Tji “ 0ffl ' 

1,1 onier to appear hii womei 1 ™T.t 5 ' n ° US about UJdn S 1™ in." 

or the people in my truck. It U your^J,^ D <> ™ worry about n» 

Y ° uhwb «^P« aa ^^^f , ^ Dft ^P»P*ninyour 

^ “ 8 “ 1 *«<*I*ta. J 'JT' b °^fcryouto 

n ” unaia - IProm^lM^„„ tlT y "° W ™ tf "°* lr »*•* «ht 
'“*» ,0 ^ ek ^'““™^u™,„ faiOMWOmni ^7 

into Germany. TT«w^^J^^^^ Um ^ ttol «nte^ovcramouman 

tr * ns P £ >rfing people. 

1I “"'*"»»•>• totoetimtg, couiTZT^ “ 10 *° "T <^™ly today, 

and on to 

out of this situation 

^"-■TOoun*^!‘ though, to tny** , tWHnow 

wffl^yt-^orono^^^^^-^wflltensgotoo. And! 

■""nyiaatboyhadjuap ^- ^ ”*‘ Bci -nnomgiM. and immune to 

«Wlyfcr»loug. they *“ ero,l ° w*“ they hah taken to 

I ooold um W^.^ tH _ . . ro *^ fi3rd ” p 8 their job hmiettiy, 

I said "In that case wf— 

wnhUt,.^. lot of .old ban th..,^, "* 



You wiil never be believed Wn 

- ~ ZZSZL *. „ 

'-»■■«-, zzzzrzz -»■—■*. 

So with alretdv tn* • 

SMeri "!r- "May « gg “"* - » « — b «innocent yn 

worda^' W “^ I ^ n ^e^^^^ WUItapU,mal 

^^SK2r;r« ^^srsr 

^ “ *«» <«> — pecp,e 

J3 7" Ww «8iied the chanced The chance 

M Hrrd that now wis 4 80odtiineto«op UCCCtt ^ ^ ^ ^ ®ore than » y^ ^ 

%»/iwr, 


own. 


«^0J. 



lfi wthe w«raJI 

French and Engliih 


i «■« of their 

.. . -.Un. Th an ntyp f« n i _rr* 411 carv »d oul On these 

bniisng, ^ **«*« '°°*«m*, a(imKkjtai 

“^wunotb^u^. “M»wtm w . Wegomgtodointhc6;turi . ^ 


*•*9 of 1949, 



I moved to another O P am, 

ST w 1 ^ Naz * ***■« m m *“ ^ ciose t0 v «« 

""* ~ *£TT2 *“ ~ - 

——- -^==2=rjsr rr 




